
By Woods Ervin

The attack on the US Capitol in Washington 
on January 6, 2021 shocked many in the US, 

mobilizing a call to eject Trump immediately 
and hold those who stormed the building ac-
countable. It is easy to be tempted into thinking 
that this was an anomaly and that as the Trump 
presidency ends, the US can return to business 
as usual. In reality, a fascistic movement has 
been brewing for quite some time.

There’s a historical relationship between the 
instability of capitalism and the emergence of 
a particularly violent white supremacy. Even 
though we’re now in a specific formation of 
capitalism — neoliberalism — the pattern still 
applies. The repeating story is: Capitalism is in 
crisis, and a current of militant, often white 
supremacist authoritarianism emerges in an 
effort to secure racial capitalism. This tenden-
cy is global in vision; it currently has emerged in 
Brazil, Hungary, India, and the Philippines. How-
ever, its Trumpist form is particularly American 
in character, rooted in the settler colonial racist 
and anti-immigrant US project. 

The movement that attacked the capitol on Jan-
uary 6 is anchored in the US tendency toward 
militarism and white supremacy, as well as our 
current economic conditions and posture as de-
veloped by a long-standing neoliberal terrain. The 
movement is also animated by the US’ sweeping 
use of imprisonment and policing in daily life as 
a response to social, economic, and political prob-
lems. By investigating the connections between 
fascism and neoliberalism, organizers on the left 
and prison industrial complex (PIC) abolitionists 
can assess the shifting conditions we must navi-
gate in order to achieve liberation. 

Neoliberalism 

As seen in Critical Resistance’s definitions on 
page 4 of this issue, neoliberalism has been the 
primary orientation of the US economy since the 
economic crises of the 1970s and 1980s. Many 
corporations shrank and relocated manufactur-
ing jobs in response to the demands of organized 
labor, leaving large parts of the population un-
employed or at risk of unemployment, forced to 
engage in survival by any means possible. Neo-

liberals have simultaneously used 
an austerity approach and gutted 
the welfare state—defunding public 
housing, parks, schools, social pro-
grams, and deregulating those sec-
tors to allow for private corporations 
to contract with the government. Ad-
ditional actions include putting pub-
lic tax dollars toward public/private 
partnerships, tax cuts for the wealthy, 
and bailouts for big corporations 
when the economy crashes. 

Neoliberalism is a non-partisan polit-
ical ideology; Republicans and Demo-
crats alike have fine-tuned its execu-
tion. In making his case for neoliberal 
economics, Ronald Reagan insisted 
“government is the problem” and 
worked to remove government re-
strictions to make way for the “invisi-
ble hand” of the “free” market to gen-
erate and then “trickle down” wealth 
from the rich to the poor. Fast forward 
to the Bush era, where we saw some of 
the chickens come home to roost. The dot-com 
bubble burst, meaning the US’ imagined eco-
nomic growth coming out of the global expan-
sion in the 1990s started to wind down. Many of 
us are familiar with the Obama era recession of 
2009: The sweeping, large-scale loss of jobs and 
funds resulted in deep emigration of the general 
population, forcing people into even more pre-
carious work. 

By investigating the connections 
between fascism and 

neoliberalism, organizers on 
the left and prison industrial 

complex (PIC) abolitionists can 
assess the shifting conditions 
we must navigate in order to 

achieve liberation. 

As the Biden administration enters into office, 
Biden’s neoliberal allegiance is crystal clear, 
with his proposed COVID-19 debt relief pack-
age already cutting from the initial promised 
amount. And though we can make a little bit go a 
long way, even the promised one-time payment 
of $1,400 isn’t much. Without strong organiz-
ing, the US government’s primary position on 
austerity over the next four years looks to re-
main the same.  

In order to understand the connection between 
neoliberalism and fascism, we must consider 
the violent character of neoliberalism and its 
support of authoritarianism, both in the US and 
abroad. As neoliberalism emerged, so did a grow-
ing resentment across the political spectrum. 
In the absence of a more liberatory program, it 
further ripened conditions for authoritarianism 
to fester. In other words, neoliberalism creates 
conditions where a cycle of state and extra-legal 
violence can thrive. The slashing of the social 
welfare net, as well as the rise in unemploy-
ment of the working class and the shrinking of 
the middle class, creates the conditions of pow-
erlessness and inequality. This then produces 
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WINTER 2021  •  ISSUE 34
Critical Resistance (CR) seeks to build 

an international movement to end 
the prison industrial complex (PIC) by 
challenging the belief that caging and 
controlling people makes us safe. We 
believe that basic necessities such as 

food, shelter, and freedom are what 
really make our communities secure. As 
such, our work is part of global struggles 

against inequality and powerlessness. 
The success of the movement requires 

that it reflect communities most 
affected by the PIC. Because we seek to 
abolish the PIC, we cannot support any 

work that extends its life or scope.

The ABOLITIONIST

Dear Readers, 

We hope this issue nourishes your commit-
ment to prison industrial complex (PIC) 

abolition during these trying times. As the edi-
torial collective worked on Issue 34, COVID-19 
surged through prisons, jails and detention: An 
estimated 1 in 5 prisoners have been infected, 
four times more than the general population; the 
rates of COVID-19 related deaths for prisoners 
rose from 1,700 in December to 2,459 by March, 
according to the Marshall Project. As more con-
cerned communities and public health experts 
continue to insist mass releases will stop the 
spread and rising death toll, state by state deci-
sion makers have yet to budge while lives hang 
in the balance. In California, the majority of the 
people who were killed by the virus were already 
granted parole but were still locked up, while in 
Alabama the Parole Board has decreased parole 
hearings by about 50 percent, dropping parole 
grants to historic lows.

During this time, the Trump presidency broke 
a 130-year tradition of pausing executions amid 
presidential turn-over, instead he exited the 
White House with a last-minute killing spree 
of executing five more prisoners, totaling 13 
since July. Joe Biden and Kamala Harris have 
since took office resurrecting the moderate, 
pro-cop, pro-cages agenda, positioning neolib-
eral reformism as the antidote to Trumpism’s 
fascistic tendencies, still upholding the PIC and 
military as the solutions to the various social, 
economic and political problems exacerbated 
during the pandemic. As the neoliberal bloc 
tries to gain back lost legitimacy from federal 
negligence during the crisis, we at Critical Re-
sistance (CR) have been discussing: what are 
the connections between neoliberalism and 
fascism, and what do they mean for PIC aboli-
tion now and in the future? Are these ideolo-
gies truly at odds in the ways we are encour-
aged to think, especially during the 2020 US 
presidential election? Issue 34 presents a 
features section that explores the interre-
lations between fascism and neoliberalism 
with a set of articles packed with analysis, re-
flection and resources for organizing in and 
beyond this moment. We hope this issue works 
to sharpen our collective will and capacity to 
generate shared, effective strategies for orga-
nizing and movement building. 

We recommend starting with a piece by CR’s 
very own Woods Ervin as a central analysis 
for the entire issue to ground your reading in 
some select historical materialism interrogat-
ing the relationship between fascism and neo-

liberalism. This issue’s set of featured resources 
and reflections include a bilingual centerfold 
photo essay on the Black Panther Party’s Unit-
ed Front Against Fascism convening thanks 
to The Freedom Archives, and action-oriented 
examples of how different communities today 
are resisting fascism and/or neoliberal con-
ditions: From an abolitionist group, Trama 
Colectiva, in Brazil; to building autonomous 
community from a P’urephecha women-led up-
rising in Cherán, Mexico, as Yunuén Torres 
shares the second and final installment of her 
interview with The Abolitionist; to movement 
makers across the so-called US, sharing strate-
gies, building solidarity, collective leadership, 
and unity for resistance across prison-manu-
factured racial lines and border walls in border-
lands. Most features are original, like our inter-
view with Cesar Lopez on organizing across 
the US-Mexico border, while a few are reprints 
courtesy of Truthout and The San Francisco 
Bay View newspaper, like Ejeris Dixon’s Fas-
cism Emergency Playbook, and the Short Cor-
ridor Collective’s Agreement to End Hostili-
ties coupled with an excerpt of Todd Ashker’s 
10-year reflection on the struggle against soli-
tary confinement and gang validation in CA. 
Since Trump & the Republican Party scrounged 
to hold on to presidency with increased voter 
suppression, we thought sharing data from the 
Sentencing Project on felony disenfranchise-
ment particularly useful and timely. 

Continuing our new paper structure of features 
with recurring columns, Issue 34 also includes 
a return of 9971 with Stephen Wilson, Kites to 
the Editors, the Inside-Outside Fishing Line, 
and the “Abby” Throwback in tow. These tur-
bulent times set an ever-shifting landscape. 
Please keep in mind how quickly news is mov-
ing when reading our news-based columns, like 
the CR Updates and Movement Highlights, as 
well as our political prisoner updates—Until All 
Are Free. 

As always, we strongly encourage our readers to 
contribute to The Abolitionist. Check our Call 
for Content with submission guidelines and 
deadlines on page 21 to contribute to our next is-
sues, #35 out in July 2021, or #36 to be published 
by December. 

Sending each and every one of you love, strength, 
and resilience. 

Yours in struggle, 

Critical Resistance & The Abolitionist Editorial 
Collective ♦

Letter from the Editors

No Borders, Melanie Cervantes

Mural of CR’s building in North Oakland. Mural done by Oakland artist Leslie “Dime” Lopez. 
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desperation, division, and increased violence—
by the state and within our communities. The 
state’s disavowal to take responsibility for the 
needs of the people feeds into the people’s disil-
lusionment with government, creating a perfect 
storm for a populist, fascist leader, party, or forc-
es to make things “great again,” to restore glory, 
and so on. Neoliberalism has created conditions 
of despair and disillusion. Through “organized 
abandonment,” as coined by Ruthie Gilmore, 
in this way, neoliberalism facilitated Trumpism 
and its fascistic tendencies to rise with political 
efficacy in the 21st century. 

Once more, it is a mistake to fall into any mis-
conception that neoliberalism and authoritari-
anism are at odds with one another, as suggest-
ed by this moment’s two-party rivalry in the US. 
The quite direct connection between neolib-
eralism and authoritarianism is historically 
clear: As neoliberalism emerged, global social-
ism was underway, at which point the CIA oust-
ed the first democratically elected Marxist pres-
ident in the world—Salvador Allende in Chile. 
The US-backed military coup replaced Allende 
with Augusto Pinochet and delivered University 
of Chicago economist and neoliberal extremist 
Milton Friedman as Pinochet’s consultant. One 
month later, Pinochet’s regime announced a 
national economic plan based on the neoliberal 
principles of market freedom, privatization, 
deregulation, and individualism. Chile was sub-
jected to the first round of Friedman’s neolib-
eral “shock therapy” policies while the regime 
tortured more than 40,000 people, executed 
more than 2,000, exiled more than 200,000, and 
disappeared countless leftists. Turning to Criti-
cal Resistance’s definitions of both neoliberal-
ism and fascism, we see the overlap in the use of 
military dictatorship and coups as both a fascist 
characteristic and a tactic used in maintaining 
neoliberalism to secure imperial dominance 
and eliminate dissent. 

White Supremacy & Fascism 

When running for president, Donald Trump 
shocked the progressive US with his “Make 
America Great Again” campaign slogan, while 
simultaneously galvanizing white nationalists. 
The threat that the US would return to a glori-
fied era of enslavement and genocide struck 
fear in communities of color and the left but 
empowered the middle-class right wing, who 
are in turn organizing the white working class. 
Trump’s appeal had particular resonance with 
white communities who felt screwed over by 
deindustrialization and neoliberalism, particu-
larly communities who have suffered from 
more and more manufacturing jobs being 
shipped to the US South & Global South (where 
there are fewer worker-organized limitations). 
This again was a decision made by both Repub-
lican and Democrat administrations since the 
1970s. Trump made a smart move in his cam-
paigning, and throughout his administration, to 
appeal to the angered masses of white America 
(though not one that he invented by any means). 
This resentment of the white working and rural 
middle classes has been used deliberately by 
Trump and far-right capitalists to garner popu-
lar support. And yet, as many political critics 
have pointed out, Trump has done very little to 
economically improve life for the white work-
ing class or middle America. 

As Trump’s presidency came to an end, for the 
first time in the US history, the Confederate 
battle flag was flown in the Capitol on January 
6, 2021. Even though the Confederacy hasn’t 
existed for more than 150 years, the fact that 
Trump can summon and deploy a mob of his 
supporters to break into the White House, wav-
ing flags that lift up the iconography of former 
slave states and white supremacy parties, such 
as the Nazi Party, is chilling. The history of the 
Confederacy and Reconstruction after the Civil 
War may seem like a bygone era, but those of 
us familiar with the South know that the conces-
sions made to the plantation class echo through 
our power structure into the present. Organiz-
ers on the left understand this, which is why a 
feature of last summer’s protests included top-
pling Confederate statues across the country. 

We can see these echoes of Confederacy in the 
very structures of American democracy. The 
way that the country is governed, including the 
limits put on the democratic participation of the 
people in order to vote, can be traced to [the] 
Reconstruction Era agreements made by states 
in the South in order to rejoin the Union. The 
democratic advancements made by formerly 
enslaved Black people were undercut, even after 
they’d fought valiantly to liberate themselves 
and this country from the system of slavery. Jim 
Crow—the racial terror project that shrank the 
political and economic power as well as the live-
lihoods of Black people in America—actually 
informed the roots of what we now think of as 
traditional fascism. It is telling that some of the 
mechanisms used to repress Black and Indig-
enous people in the US made their way to Nazi 
Germany in the 1940s, as Hitler and other Nazi 
Party leaders intently studied both white su-
premacist attempts of oppressing Black people 
and the genocide of Indigenous peoples in the 
US as models for effective ethno-nationalism 
and state-making. It is even more telling that 
this remains a lesser-known part of US history 
and collusion with Nazi Germany. 

Post-World War I fascism was rooted in a system 
of white supremacy, populist ethnic nationalism, 
economic instability, and (re)colonization as the 
colonial powers of the world were in flux. It also 
depended on a strong, resourced, repressive po-
licing system rooted in hyper-militarism, and 
expectations of popular surveillance across com-
munities to maintain power. The US committed 
to a narrative of its aims for fighting fascism, and 
that continues through the present. However, the 
posture of white supremacist war-making as the 
US became a global political/economic super-
power in the 1950s tells a different story. 

How did we get to the US’ fascist present? The 
endless racist wars launched by the US, most 
recently in Iraq and Afghanistan, required a cul-
ture of consistent white supremacist national-
ism that became the cauldron that brought us 
to the current period. The emergence of the Tea 
Party in response to the neoliberal economic 
policies of the 1980s and 1990s, the white su-
premacist bloc forged by Ronald Regan in col-
laboration with England’s Margaret Thatcher, 
and backlash to the election of the first Black 
president are the roots of what became the 
Trumpist hard-right faction of the Grand Old 
Party (GOP). While there were localized efforts 
to fight against these ground forces early on, 
the lack of coordinated organizing from the left 
and the centrist demonization of Antifa, or anti-
fascism, allowed these factions to go relatively 
unchecked while the crumbling GOP revitalized 
itself with a Trump Presidency. 

Neoliberalism has created 
conditions of despair and 

disillusion. Through “organized 
abandonment,” as coined by Ruthie 
Gilmore, in this way, neoliberalism 

facilitated Trumpism and its 
fascistic tendencies to rise with 

political efficacy in the 21st 
century. 

Given too many parallels to 1930s Germany, we 
would do well to not breathe a sigh of relief as 
Biden enters office. It is important to remember 
that the Nazi Party initially attempted to take 
Germany a decade prior to actually succeeding. 
We must organize swiftly and decisively to stop 
the Trumpist reorganization if we’re serious 
about getting free. While authoritarianism and 
neoliberalism both present many grave dangers 
for our movement for liberation, one primary 
way they mobilize violence against our commu-
nities is through the PIC.

The PIC & Abolition and what comes next 

As I am writing this, deeper and deeper investi-
gation surfaces as to the extent to which the mob 

that attacked the Capitol was colluding with and 
made up of cops and former military personnel. 
There was also coordination, both politically 
and logistically, with Republican members in 
the House of Representatives and the Senate. 
Given the economic and social conditions of the 
US, it follows that this is how the Trumpists and 
aligned Republican party would organize them-
selves to secure power. The US is increasing in 
immigrant population while it heads toward an-
other recession, and neoliberalism only knows 
to address these conditions with more austerity. 
Austerity requires heavy police force, as large 
segments of the public no longer consent to the 
drastic inequality thrust upon them and the 
abandonment by their representatives in office.

This is also out of history’s playbook: Policing 
and imprisonment are rooted in slavery. During 
the Jim Crow era, members of the Ku Klux Klan 
(KKK) were often police and sheriffs, and other 
police departments regularly fed the home ad-
dresses of civil rights activists and socialist and 
communist organizers to local KKK chapters. 
Liberation and decolonial struggle emerged 
around the globe in the 1950s-1970s, as federal 
policing and intelligence agencies repressed 
those fighting for liberation. Once the dust 
settled, in order to resolve the economic crisis 
of the time and to keep Black and Brown com-
munities in check, the PIC emerged as the go-to 
solution. As abolitionists often say: “The project 
of emancipation is not fully done.”

While it is significant that Trump has been re-
moved from office, a Biden presidency in itself 
offers little relief. Both President Biden’s and 
Vice President Harris’ long history with law-
and-order policing and imprisonment should 
make us wary of any calls to let up on our orga-
nizing. Biden is circulating rhetoric to move for-
ward on “domestic terrorism” legislation. An-
archists and socialist-leaning organizers were 
immediately interrogated by police and the FBI 
about the January 6 action at the capitol, even 
though the left was in no way involved. More po-
licing and austerity, while yielding to white su-
premacists, will set up even riper conditions for 
the return of Trumpists with a vengeance.

Thankfully, there is work that can be done. The 
work to abolish imprisonment and policing led 
to the biggest protest movement in history this 
past summer in response to the murders of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis and Breonna Tay-
lor in Louisville. Abolitionists are fighting po-
licing tooth-and-nail and making gains across 
the country, arguing that public funds must be 
spent on the people and not on more police. By 
highlighting how imprisoned people have been 
treated during COVID-19, organizers are dem-
onstrating the viciousness of how we treat our 
citizens as well as the need for immediate mass 
release. Organizers, not the state, worked to 
make sure that prisoners received the stimulus 
relief – doing more than the government did to 
ensure the care of the people. 

Looking forward, we must continue the diligent 
work of rooting out neoliberalism, white su-
premacy, militarism, and the PIC from our com-
munities, and we must seriously contest their 
legitimacy and remove them from positions 
of power. We need to find places of weakness 
within our enemies and win over those who can 
be won, de-platform those who must be de-plat-
formed, and eradicate the structures of policing, 
imprisonment, and militarism that threaten our 
future. The work of building true safety, peace, 
and liberation through abolition remains an ev-
er-present need for us to take on with rigor and 
seriousness. Onwards. 

Author Bio: Woods Ervin (they/them) is a Black, 
transgender organizer originally from Memphis, 
Tennessee. Woods has been a member of Critical 
Resistance, both through the Oakland Chapter and 
at-large, for nearly a decade. In the fall of 2020, 
Woods was hired by Critical Resistance and is now 
the organization’s Media and Communications Di-
rector. Write to Woods at our national office: 

Woods Ervin:
c/o The Abolitionist
1904 Franklin, Suite 504
Oakland CA 94612. ♦
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By Ejeris Dixon

Editors’ Note: Throughout 2020, movement 
strategists have been speaking at virtual 
events sharpening organizers’ collective 
analysis to better make sense of our cur-
rent political moment. One brilliant strate-
gist, Ejeris Dixon, Executive Director of the 
organization Vision Change Win, has been 
leading conversations on how to resist fas-
cism, helping the left recognize the strategies 
used in what she calls “the Fascism Emer-
gency Playbook.” As an organizing resource 
and tool, we’ve compiled some of her analy-
sis from an op-ed she wrote in April 2020 in 
Truthout called “Fascists are Using COVID-19 
to Advance Their Agenda. It’s Up to Us to Stop 
Them,” along with notes from a talk she gave 
during a Center for Political Education class 
in August 2020 “Road to Rebellion.” 

Over the past few years, we’ve watched the rise 
of a global fascist movement in the US, Russia, 
India, Brazil, the United Kingdom, and many 
other countries. And while scholars and writ-
ers currently debate whether to call Trump an 
authoritarian, autocrat or a fascist, it’s clear that 
he’s not a fan of democratic institutions and that 
he works from a fascist playbook. Fascist and 
authoritarian governments often exploit, accel-

erate, or create emergencies to increase their 
power and further their agendas.

Here’s the fascist emergency 
playbook:
• Use the emergency to restrict civil liber-

ties — particularly rights regarding move-

ment, protest, freedom of the press, a right to 
a trial, and freedom to gather;

• Use the emergency to suspend governmen-
tal institutions, consolidate power, reduce 
institutional checks and balances, and reduce 
access to elections and other forms of partici-
patory governance;

• Promote a sense of fear and individual help-
lessness, particularly in relation to the state, 
to reduce outcry and to create a culture where 
people consent to the power of the fascist state;

• Replace democratic institutions with au-
tocratic institutions using the emergency as 
justification;

• Create scapegoats for the emergency, such 
as immigrants, people of color, disabled peo-
ple, or ethnic and religious minorities to dis-
tract public attention from the failures of the 
state and the loss of civil liberties.

A Pathway Towards Liberation
Despite these grim circumstances, fate has handed 
us a society-changing opportunity wrapped within 
a tremendous challenge. We must think in terms 
of Antonio Gramsci’s concept of “interregnum”, a 
time period in which, “the old [world] is dying and 
the new cannot be born.” In this liminal space, we 
have the opportunity to define that new society and 
call it forth. Time is limited and the opportunity is 
precious. So where does the left go from here in 
terms of both addressing increased repression and 
moving towards a more liberated future?

Fascist Emergency Playbook
FEATURES ACTION | RESOURCES

FEATURES ANALYSIS | RESOURCES

By Critical Resistance National Anti-Policing 
Workgroup and The Abolitionist Editorial Col-
lective

FASCISM
Fascism is an aggressive political ideology and 
system, and a form of far-right populism. Fascism 
is a reactionary politic rooted in authoritarian na-
tionalism, hetero-patriarchy, hyper-militarism, 
dominance, exclusion, elitism, and supremacy. 

Fascism is most commonly associated with 
World War-era dictatorship, but includes a 
much broader historic reach and impact in glob-
al politics. Fascist regimes vary based on different 
historical and geographic contexts. They have in-
cluded European dictatorships (such as Franco in 
Spain, Mussolini in Italy, and Hitler and the Nazi 
Party in Germany), and those in the Global South, 
where rising fascist leaders worked on behalf of 
colonial interests or imperialist control (such 
as Pinochet in Chile, Duterte in the Philippines, 
and Modi in India). Fascism consistently glorifies 
national, racial, and cultural unity and collective 
rebirth, while seeking to eliminate imagined en-
emies; it attacks both revolutionary movements 
and liberal pluralism in favor of militarized, to-
talitarian, exclusionary, and elitist mass politics. 
Fascism opposes liberalism, Marxism, socialism, 
communism, Third World and Indigenous self-
determination, anarchism, anti-authoritarian 
politics, feminism, and queerness. Fascism is 
most accurately placed on the far-right of the tra-
ditional left-right political spectrum. 

Editors’ Note: The above definition is based 
off of similar definitions from the Center for 
Political Education (CPE) and the Stop LAPD 
Spying Coalition. We are grateful to our 
comrades at the CPE and the Coalition for 
their sharp and generous work to more rig-
orously develop our movement’s conscious-
ness and analysis. 

NEOLIBERALISM
Marking the era since the 1970s, neoliberalism 
refers to a stage of “free-market” capitalism, 
which is a collection of liberal economic poli-
cies based on the eighteenth-century ideologies 

of Adam Smith. Five pillars of neoliberalism 
include: “Free-market” rule of the economy; 
gutting of public expenditure for social servic-
es and the social welfare net; privatization of 
the public sector; deregulation of government 
oversight concerning corporate interests; and 
the elimination of the “public good” or commu-
nity, by upholding ultra-individualistic notions 
of responsibility and championing the pursuit 
of individual self-interest at the expense of the 
collective. Masquerading as “fiscal responsibil-
ity”, neoliberalism redistributes resources into 
the hands of corporations and wealthy elites 
and maintains a positive view of state spending 
on militarism and social control priorities, like 
the prison industrial complex (PIC). Referring 
to what Critical Resistance co-founder Ruthie 
Gilmore has termed “organized abandonment”, 
neoliberalism uses the PIC’s tools—including 
surveillance, criminalization, and imprison-
ment—as substitutes for the structural change 
required to repair the long history of racial, gen-
der, and economic oppression in the US.

Historic origins and context
Neoliberalism evolved during second half of the 
twentieth century in response to domestic and 
global challenges to colonialism, racial capital-
ism, and structural discrimination mounted by 
a century of gains by anti-colonial, civil rights, 
and Black power movements in the early 1900s. 
Following the gradual successes of increased ac-
cess to public resources for Black people, com-
munities of color, and workers from the racial 
and economic justice movements in the US and 
globally, the state, in turn, divested from public 
schools, hospitals, housing, social benefits, and 
entitlements. This collection of economic and 
social policies gained traction in the US under 
the Reagan Administration and became popu-
larly known as “Reaganomics”. Similar changes 
took place globally over the past five decades 
through “structural adjustment programs” 
imposed on nations of the Global South by the 
World Bank and the International Monetary 
Fund, as well as more regionally-specific eco-
nomic mandates in the 1990s, such as the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). In 
the wake of structural economic oppression, 
exclusion, and growing deindustrialization, the 

state justified these divestments through de-
monizing, scapegoating, and projecting moral 
failure and individual irresponsibility onto 
communities struggling to survive. Ultimately, 
neoliberalism helps maintain the status quo of 
racial capitalism, by entrenching poverty and 
marginalization of communities of color with-
in the US and imposing economic dependence 
upon wealthy imperial countries—like the US—
in the Global South.

More on neoliberalism and the 
PIC

Editors’ Note: The following is excerpted 
and summarized from Epicenter: Chicago: 
Reclaiming a City from Neoliberalism by 
Andrea J. Ritchie in collaboration with Black 
Lives Matter Chicago. Published by Political 
Research Associates in 2019.

In the 1970s through the early 2000s across the 
US, public officials responded to mounting pro-
tests and urban rebellions fueled by the crises 
of capitalism by declaring “war on crime”, “war 
on drugs”, “war on gangs”, and “war on terror”. 
These militarized and economically-repressive 
programs utilized propaganda that declared 
dysfunctional “cultures of poverty” and char-
acterized the “enemy” in highly racialized and 
gendered terms. Politicians, including the Clin-
tons and President Joe Biden, painting them-
selves as progressive, adopted a militarized “law 
and order” agenda that further exacerbated 
economic conditions of widespread poverty and 
unemployment in Black and Brown communi-
ties, through increased policing, prison expan-
sion, and sentence enhancements. These crimi-
nalization policies compounded the ongoing 
legacies of structural exclusion of Black, Latinx, 
Indigenous, and immigrant peoples in housing, 
education, and public health. These tropes un-
dergirded implementation of the 1994 Violent 
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act, cham-
pioned by Biden and the Clintons, which created 
hundreds of new federal crimes, imposed harsh 
“three strikes” penalties, and poured resources 
into law enforcement-based responses to every-
thing from violent crime to domestic violence to 
drug offenses. ♦

What is Fascism? What is Neoliberalism? 
Definitions

Image of Fred Hampton with Fred Hampton quote by Elizabeth Hee

Continued on next page 
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FEATURES ACTION | REFLECTION

By The Abolitionist Editorial Collective with 
Todd Ashker, featuring a re-print by the Short 
Corridor Collective

What can we do in the face of authoritarian-
ism and fascism? The Abolitionist Edito-

rial Collective thought it important to include 
an organizing tool for cross-racial solidarity and 
collaboration for imprisoned people in Issue 34. 
In 2011, prisoners in California came together to 
resist one of the most severe forms of repres-
sion—solitary confinement. The Short Corridor 
Collective, made up of Pelican Bay State Prison 
Security Housing Unit (SHU) prisoners, inten-
tionally built relationships across prison-manu-
factured racial and geographic lines in order to 
challenge the state’s use of solitary confinement 
and gang validation as torture and repression. 
The Short Corridor Collective’s courageous ac-
tion inspired prisoners in countless prisons to 
work together, waging three wide-spread hun-
ger strikes – two in 2011 and one in 2013. A year 
after the first strike in 2011, the Short Corridor 
Collective issued a statement calling for an 
end to all violence and hostility between dif-
ferent groups of prisoners throughout the 
state of CA, from maximum security prisons 
to county jails. The statement asked prison-
ers to unite beginning October 10, 2012. Still to 
this day, the Agreement to End Hostilities is 
a beacon for cross-racial solidarity against 
authoritarianism and state violence. 

In addition to reprinting the Agreement to End 
Hostilities as an organizing resource for prison-
ers today, we also share a shortened reflection 
recently circulated by the San Francisco Bay 
View newspaper in January 2021 from Todd Ash-
ker, a white prisoner representative of the Short 
Corridor Collective. Since the 2011 and 2013 hun-
ger strikes, Todd continued to apply pressure on 
California Department of Corrections and Re-
habilitation (CDCR) to reform solitary confine-
ment by being the lead plaintiff in a class action 
lawsuit. Settled in 2016, and known as “The Ash-
ker Settlement,” the case ended CA’s de jure 
practice of indefinite solitary confinement. 
Todd and hundreds of other Pelican Bay SHU 
prisoners were transferred to other prisons 
and moved to general population. In 2020, two 
of Todd’s fellow members of the Short Corridor 
Collective, both Black prisoner representatives, 
were paroled: first Paul Redd, who was granted 
time-served and has been out of prison since 
May 2020, and second Sitawa Nantambu Jamaa 

is on medical parole but still imprisoned at CA 
Community Health Facility in Stockton, CA. 

In regard to the relevance of the Agreement to 
our current political moment in 2021, Todd Ash-
ker, in a letter to The Abolitionist Editorial Col-
lective, wrote to Critical Resistance: 

“Fascism and white nationalism are dicey 
subjects in today’s system. And, based on the 
sense of such that I have felt the vibes from, 
these past several months, there is a sense of 
growing resentment and deepening division(s) 
behind these walls. Which is not a surprise, being 
that the majority of whites in the system are from 
the working-class poor, while also being serious 
believers in various types (I would say) of ‘white 
nationalism’; many seem to take some offense 
with having ‘Black lives matter’ in the media, 
etc. – which I have always recognized. But the 
focus on ‘difference’ is a big cause of deepening 
division. I don’t see anything much changing, 
unless/until people change the focus from that 
of ‘difference’ to one of ‘commonality’. We are 
very fortunate to have the 2012 Agreement to End 
Hostilities still being recognized.” 

Agreement to End Hostilities 
By the Short Corridor Collective

August 12, 2012 

To whom it may concern and all California Pris-
oners: 

Greetings from the entire PBSP-SHU Short Cor-
ridor Hunger Strike Representatives. We are 
hereby presenting this mutual agreement on 
behalf of all racial groups here in the PBSP-SHU 
Corridor. Wherein, we have arrived at a mutual 
agreement concerning the following points: 

1. If we really want to bring about substantive 
meaningful changes to the CDCR system 
in a manner beneficial to all solid individu-

als, who have never been broken by CDCR’s 
torture tactics intended to coerce one to be-
come a state informant via debriefing, that 
now is the time to for us to collectively seize 
this moment in time, and put an end to more 
than 20-30 years of hostilities between our 
racial groups.

2. Therefore, beginning on October 10, 2012, 
all hostilities between our racial groups… in 
SHU, Ad-Seg, General Population, and Coun-
ty Jails, will officially cease. This means that 
from this date on, all racial group hostilities 
need to be at an end… and if personal issues 
arise between individuals, people need to do 
all they can to exhaust all diplomatic means 
to settle such disputes; do not allow person-
al, individual issues to escalate into racial 
group issues!!

3. We also want to warn those in the General 
Population that IGI will continue to plant 
undercover Sensitive Needs Yard (SNY) de-
briefer “inmates” amongst the solid GP pris-
oners with orders from IGI to be informers, 
snitches, rats, and obstructionists, in order 
to attempt to disrupt and undermine our 
collective groups’ mutual understanding on 
issues intended for our mutual causes [i.e., 
forcing CDCR to open up all GP main lines, 
and return to a rehabilitative-type system of 
meaningful programs/privileges, including 
lifer conjugal visits, etc. via peaceful protest 
activity/noncooperation e.g., hunger strike, 
no labor, etc. etc.]. People need to be aware 
and vigilant to such tactics, and refuse to al-
low such IGI inmate snitches to create chaos 
and reignite hostilities amongst our racial 
groups. We can no longer play into IGI, ISU, 
OCS, and SSU’s old manipulative divide and 
conquer tactics!!! 

In conclusion, we must all hold strong to our 
mutual agreement from this point on and fo-
cus our time, attention, and energy on mutual 
causes beneficial to all of us [i.e., prisoners], and 
our best interests. We can no longer allow CDCR 
to use us against each other for their benefit!! 

Our playbook:
1. Temporary broad alliances
2. Emotionally- and spiritually-captivating 

vision
3. Deep relationships and solidarity across 

communities
4. Navigating pain, grief, and discomfort
5. Multi-tactic, multi-year strategy

Here are the questions […] we need to answer in 
order to move forward with a visionary organiz-
ing agenda that not only survives emboldened 
authoritarian movements but also moves us to-
wards liberation:

• How will we address harm and violence with-
in our communities? What is the role of the 
state (if any) in navigating harm or violence?

• How will we build movements with space for 
all of our people — those who are currently 
sick, chronically ill, disabled, survivors, 
those who are poor, Black, Indigenous, and 
people of color, queer and trans people, cur-
rently incarcerated folks, migrants, those 

who are targeted and criminalized, and so 
many more? How do we make room to dis-
cuss issues of power and privilege and move 
through conflict without it suspending or 
ending other forms of political work?

• With in-person organizing radically shifting 
or temporarily stopping — what does mass 
resistance, mass protest, and base-building 
organizing look like? What new tactics will 
we use to create the sense of community that 
in-person movement building created?

• Do we believe in governments? If not, what 
systems do we propose to create more equita-
ble change and redistribute resources? If so, 
what is liberatory governance and what does 
it require of us as individuals and of the state?

• With so many people on the left disinvested 
and dissatisfied with both the Democrats and 
the Republican political parties — is it time for 
another party? Should we be building more 
power within the Democratic Party? What is 
our connection to large-scale political strug-
gle and independent political power?

• How will we push ourselves to build the 
movements we need and increase time for 
rest, collective care, and our health? How 
can we do this and increase our discipline, 
rigor, and accountability to each other?

Excerpted Author Bio from Truthout: Ejeris Dixon 
is an organizer and grassroots political strategist 
with 20 years of experience working in racial jus-
tice, LGBTQ, anti-violence, and economic justice 
movements. She currently works as the Founding 
Director of Vision Change Win, where she part-
ners with organizations to build their capacity and 
deepen their impact. She is the author of many ar-
ticles, including ‘Building Community Safety: Prac-
tical Steps Toward Liberatory Transformation,’ 
which is featured in Truthout’s anthology Who Do 
You Serve, Who Do You Protect? Police Violence and 
Resistance in the United States. Dixon discusses the 
fascism emergency playbook on Truthout’s Move-
ment Memo’s podcast with Kelly Hayes. Catch the 
conversation here: https://truthout.org/audio/we-
surrender-nothing-and-no-one-a-playbook-for-
solidarity-amid-fascist-terror/ ♦

Mural by Dominic “Treat U Nice” Villeda and Leslie “Dime” Lopez at CR’s 4400 Telegraph building in North Oakland

Continued on next page 
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Because the reality is that collectively, we are 
an empowered, mighty force, that can positively 
change this entire corrupt system into a system 
that actually benefits prisoners, and thereby, the 
public as a whole… and we simply cannot al-
low CDCR/CCPOA – Prison Guard’s Union, IGI, 
ISU, OCS, and SSU, to continue to get away with 
their constant form of progressive oppression 
and warehousing of tens of thousands of prison-
ers, including the 14,000 (+) plus prisoners held 
in solitary confinement torture chambers [i.e. 
SHU/Ad-Seg Units], for decades!!! 

We send our love and respects to all those of 
like mind and heart… onward in struggle and 
solidarity…

We can no longer allow CDCR to use us 
against each other for their benefit!! 

Because the reality is that collectively, 
we are an empowered, mighty force, 
that can positively change this entire 

corrupt system into a system that 
actually benefits prisoners, and 
thereby, the public as a whole… 

Presented by the PBSP-SHU Short Corridor 
Collective: 

Todd Ashker, C58191
Arturo Castellanos, C17275 
Sitawa Nantambu Jamaa (Dewberry), C35671 
Antonio Guillen, P81948

And the Representatives Body: 
Danny Troxell, B76578
George Franco, D46556 
Ronnie Yandell, V27927 
Paul Redd, B72683 
James Baridi Williamson, D-34288 
Alfred Sandoval, D61000 
Louis Powell, B59864 
Alex Yrigollen, H32421 
Gabriel Huerta, C80766 
Frank Clement, D07919 
Raymond Chavo Perez, K12922
James Mario Perez, B48186 

[NOTE: All names and the statement must be 
verbatim when used & posted on any website or 
media, or non-media, publications] 

Carpe Diem: A Reflection on the 
Agreement to End Hostilities 
by Todd Ashker – distributed January 7, 2021 
by San Francisco Bay View

Our fight in solidarity to demand the release – not 
transfers – of our elders and other unjustly im-
prisoned loved ones cannot be realized without 
our collaboration with those on the inside. We 
must seize this moment of our shared humanity 
with the prisoner class and recognize the formi-

dable work already done by prisoners who came 
together across racial and geographical lines to 
create the Agreement to End Hostilities and end 
indefinite solitary confinement torture and use 
this agreement as our own guiding principle. 

The “prisoner class” is nearing a historical 
time – that 10-year anniversary which stands 
out as an example of the power of the people. I 
am referring to it being 10 years since similarly-
situated prisoners, subjected to decades of the 
state-sanctioned torture of solitary confinement, 
set aside our differences and united in our col-
lective stand against our common adversary. We 
referred to ourselves as the PBSP-SHU Short Cor-
ridor Collective as we helped to educate the world 
via our focused writing campaign about our plight, 
exposing decades of California’s torture of thou-
sands of people in the CDCR system. We let our 
adversaries know that we were drawing a line. We 
were not going to accept being treated as less than 
human and demanded the end to our torture; the 
decades of torture of the entire similarly-situated 
prisoner class, including our outside loved ones 
who experienced our pain – often more so. 

I believe that three of the key elements which to-
gether proved an unstoppable combination, and 
beyond our wildest hopes, made possible what 
many of our adversaries believed impossible are:

• We said “Enough!” and meant it.
• We weren’t going to take no for an answer, no 

matter how long it took or what sacrifices that 
entailed.

• We brought together the similarly-situated 
prisoner class of all races and groups, gain-
ing the support of thousands behind the walls 
and globally, all standing together in commit-
ted solidarity for the common goal of human 
rights and dignity for all, the end to the tor-
ture, and better conditions systemwide.

We have achieved positive reforms and suc-
cessfully ended state-sanctioned torture and 
related conditions at issue, requiring three mas-
sive non-violent hunger-strike actions that to-
taled 98 days without food.  

The prisoner class is not powerless. We have 
proven this! 

The Ashker, et al., Class Action Settlement Agree-
ment – including the critically important Compli-
ance Monitoring provisions – exposed the global 
support and condemnation of the state’s policies, 
and thousands were released from solitary con-
finement to general population prisons. Here 
we’ve discovered that CDCR’s level IV prisons are 
GP (general population) in name only, operating 
as modified SHUs. Thus, our struggle continues!

A key to amplifying such power is the prisoner 
class uniting for a common cause – taking col-
lective peaceful action behind the walls, and 
thereby igniting the fires of critically necessary 
outside support. With respect to the people, in-
cluding those of the prisoner class, we hold the 
power through standing our ground while speak-
ing truth to power. We have the power to force 

changes that are necessary to exercise our rights 
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness – this 
includes the right to self-defense against assaul-
tive attacks jeopardizing our welfare. It is the 
people’s obligation as free citizens in a demo-
cratic society to hold those in positions of power 
accountable. This needs to happen now with re-
spect to the CDCR system, where tens of thou-
sands of lives are in clear and present danger.

The people know that a majority of those in the 
CDCR system are confined unjustly. Thousands 
of prisoners have served decades of time based 
on the politically-motivated manipulations of 
California’s sentencing laws, like the false propa-
ganda spewed by politicians promoting the wars 
against the people through the “war on crime” 
and “war on drugs,” etc. The people have the 
power to effectively demand and achieve the long 
overdue reforms to our justice system, including 
changes to sentencing laws and related release 
of those serving grossly disproportionate prison 
terms. There have already been too many un-
necessary prisoner deaths in this broken CDCR 
system. The people need to put a stop to this now.

We have done our best to consistently 
promote the Agreement to End Hostilities, 
successfully reducing violence across the 
entire system – without CDCR support. 

You can and should immediately include the 
“Four Principle Prisoner Class Representatives,” 
along with members of our legal team, Ashker, 
et al., Class Action Cable, in further in-depth, 
objective dialogue regarding the reform pro-
cesses. CDCR resists the most logical way to 
settle issues raised during the hunger strikes 
(and since), which is to talk to the recognized 
prisoner class representatives, the “four main 
reps”. The public must demand the resumption 
of regular meetings and implementation and 
enforcement of resolved issues. 

We have proven that our word is good over the 
course of the past 10 years, and we have each been 
co-authors of the historic August 2012 Agree-
ment to End Hostilities. We have done our best to 
consistently promote the agreement ever since, 
successfully reducing violence across the entire 
system – without CDCR support. This says a lot, 
especially considering CDCR’s policies and prac-
tices have done the opposite – actually increasing 
violence and mayhem, often intentionally, for the 
purpose of supporting CDCR’s and CCPOA’s own 
agenda, such as manufacturing the violence re-
lied upon by prisoncrats and lawmakers to justify 
the billions given for the “prison building boom” 
between 1983 and 2005.

The people and history will be the judge!

With solidarity and respect, 

Todd Ashker.

Author Information: You can write to Todd at: Todd 
Ashker, C58191, KVSP ASU-2/194, Box #5106, Delano, 
CA, 93216. Keep in mind that Todd, like most impris-
oned organizers, regularly faces targeted repression 
by CDCR and may not receive certain mail. ♦

A Report by The Sentencing Project

Editors’ Note: Given that voting suppres-
sion is core to authoritarianism and fascist 
regimes, The Abolitionist Editorial Collective 
wanted to share some timely data on the dis-
enfranchisement of prisoners for this issue. 
In October 2020, The Sentencing Project, a 
national non-profit organization engaged in 
research and advocacy on issues of the crimi-
nal legal system, released a report that reveals 
the rates at which people with felony convic-
tions were denied suffrage in different states 
during the 2020 US election. Given that each 
state has different restrictions on voting, the 
report shares a state-by-state comparison and 

analysis with updates on felony disenfran-
chisement and voting restoration since the 
2016 election. The report shows that, despite 
reforms in half the states of the US in the past 
25 years expanding voting access to people 
with felony convictions, 5.2 million Ameri-
cans remain disenfranchised, or 2.3 per-
cent of the voting age population. 

The report also exposes the varying factors 
of race and gender on disenfranchisement of 
people with felonies. In the final summary of 
the report, it is explained: 

“When we break these figures down by race 
and ethnicity, it is clear that disparities in the 
criminal [legal] system are linked to dispari-

ties in political representation. The distribu-
tion of disenfranchised individuals shown 
[…] also bears repeating: about one-fourth 
of this population is currently incarcerated, 
and about 4 million adults who live in their 
communities are banned from voting. Of this 
total, 1.3 million are African Americans.” 

Additionally, Critical Resistance offers this 
research with the understanding that oppres-
sive state designations such as “felon” are 
criminalizing titles used to dehumanize peo-
ple, legitimize punishment, and frame people 
as primary sources of violence, rather than 
the state that terrorizes us. We reject the very 
idea of the felon. As prison industrial com-
plex (PIC) abolitionists, we seek to resist and 
dismantle the vast and complex ways the PIC 
strips power away from people and communi-
ties. While restoring voting rights is not our 
ultimate goal, we understand that the right to 
vote and participate in democratic processes 
is essential to people’s power. Thus, we sup-
port prisoners and formerly imprisoned com-

Continued on next page 
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In July 1969, the United Front Against Fascism 
conference took place in Oakland, California, 

and brought together 5,000 organizers and com-
munity members responding to the Black Pan-
ther Party’s call to strategize and build against 
fascism in the US.

As many in the US find themselves confronted 
with fascism in its many forms today, we asked 
The Freedom Archives to help us put together a 
photo essay on the Black Panther Party’s United 
Front Against Fascism. In the centerfold of this 
issue, on pages 22 and 23, we share archival im-
ages and documents that show how the BPP 

played a prominent role in developing anti-fas-
cist resistance in the US. The BPP concluded that 
america was a fascist state based on the material 
conditions of Black communities and the swift 
and brutal repression inflicted upon the party 
through local and federal forces via government 
executions and the use of prison sentences to 
incapacitate BPP members. In fact, prisoner-led 
organizing and prison conditions were central 
to developing this analysis. The conference itself 
was the response to what the BPP viewed as an im-
mediate need to organize and fight back against 
the growing fascists repression of the state.

In this photo essay, we show images and articles 
from the BPP’s national newspaper to highlight 
their wide-ranging goals and analyses in the 
fight against fascism. This essay highlights past 
organizing to draw connections to and build 
upon our rich movement history. 

We start with a transcribed interview with BPP 
Chairman Bobby Seale, conducted by the anti-
imperialist Welsh journalist Colin Edwards for 
This Week in which Seale explains the goals and 
purpose of the conference for a United Front 
Against Fascism. All materials are provided 
courtesy of The Freedom Archives, a non-profit 
educational archive located in San Francisco 
dedicated to the preservation and dissemina-
tion of historical audio, video, and print materi-
als documenting progressive movements and 
culture from the 1960s to the 1990s.

Bobby Seale (BS): “The United Front Against Fas-
cism will take place on July 18, 19, and 20 and is a 

munities to have full access to this power. As 
part of our work to abolish the entire PIC and 
not extend its life or scope in any way, aboli-
tionists must be aware of and work to reduce 
barriers to exercising political power, espe-
cially for communities most impacted by im-
prisonment, policing, and surveillance. We 
see this struggle as a step toward abolition 
and offer a glance at this report in the hopes 
of arming our readers who are imprisoned or 
who have felony records with tools to be in the 
best fighting form to knock down the walls of 
the PIC from the inside out.

As part of our work to abolish the entire 
PIC and not extend its life or scope in 
any way, abolitionists must be aware 

of and work to reduce barriers to 
exercising political power, especially 
for communities most impacted by 

imprisonment, policing, and surveillance.
We’ve included the key findings from the 
Overview section of the report for review. A 
full copy of the report can be downloaded 
from The Sentencing Project’s website:  
www.sentencingproject.org

Overview – Key Findings
• As of 2020, an estimated 5.17 million people 

are disenfranchised due to a felony con-
viction, a figure that has declined by almost 
15 percent since 2016, as states enacted new 
policies to curtail this practice. There were an 
estimated 1.17 million people disenfranchised 
in 1976, 3.34 million in 1996, 5.85 million in 
2010, and 6.11 million in 2016. 

• One out of 44 adults—2.27 percent of the total 
US voting eligible population—is disenfran-
chised due to a current or previous felony 
conviction. 

• Individuals who have completed their sentenc-
es in the 11 states that disenfranchise at least 
some people post-sentence make up most (43 
percent) of the entire disenfranchised popula-
tion, totaling 2.23 million people. 

• Rates of disenfranchisement vary dramat-
ically by state due to broad variations in vot-
ing prohibitions. 

In three states—Alabama, Mississippi, and 
Tennessee—more than eight percent of the 
adult population, one of every 13 people, is dis-
enfranchised. 

• We estimate that nearly 900,000 Floridians 
who have completed their sentences remain 
disenfranchised, despite a 2018 ballot refer-
endum that promised to restore their voting 
rights. Florida thus remains the nation’s 
disenfranchisement leader in absolute 
numbers, with over 1.1 million people current-
ly banned from voting—often because they 
cannot afford to pay court-ordered monetary 
sanctions or because the state is not obligat-

ed to tell them the amount of 
their sanction. 

• One in 16 African Americans 
of voting age is disenfran-
chised, a rate 3.7 times great-
er than that of non-African 
Americans. Over 6.2 percent 
of the adult African American 
population is disenfranchised, 
compared to 1.7 percent of the 
non-African American popu-
lation. 

• African American disenfran-
chisement rates vary signifi-
cantly by state. In seven states—
Alabama, Florida, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, Tennessee, Virginia, and Wyo-
ming—more than one in seven African Ameri-
cans is disenfranchised, twice the national aver-
age for African Americans. 

• Although data on ethnicity in correctional 
populations are still unevenly reported, we 
can conservatively estimate that over 560,000 
Latinx Americans, or over two percent of the 
voting eligible population, are disenfranchised. 

• Approximately 1.2 million women are dis-
enfranchised, comprising over one-fifth of 
the total disenfranchised population. 

1. California - In 2016, lawmakers restored 
voting rights to people convicted of a felony 
who were imprisoned in jail, but not in pris-
on. That year, officials authorized persons 
sentenced to prison to be released to pro-
bation rather than parole, affirming voting 
rights for residents under felony commu-
nity supervision. 

2. Louisiana – In 2019, officials authorized vot-
ing for residents under an order of impris-
onment for a felony who have not been in-
carcerated for five years, including those on 
probation and parole. 

3. New York – In 2018, Governor Cuomo re-
viewed and restored voting rights to persons 
on parole via executive order. There is cur-
rently no assurance that this practice will 
continue, however, so New York is listed as 
a state that continues to disenfranchise peo-
ple on parole. 

4. Alabama - In 2016, legislation eased the 
rights restoration process after completion 
of sentence for persons not convicted of a 
crime of “moral turpitude.” The state codi-
fied the list of felony offenses that are ineli-
gible for re-enfranchisement in 2017. 

5. Arizona – The state permanently disen-
franchises persons with two or more felony 
convictions. In 2019, Arizona removed the 
requirement to pay outstanding fines before 
rights are automatically restored for people 
with a first-time felony conviction only. 

6. Delaware – In 2013, officials removed the five-
year waiting period to regain voting eligibil-
ity. Apart from some disqualifications, people 
convicted of a felony are now eligible to vote 
upon completion of sentence and supervision. 

7. Florida – In 2018, voters passed an amend-
ment to restore voting rights to most people 
after sentence completion. In 2019, legisla-

tion was passed that made restoration condi-
tional on payment of all restitution, fees, and 
fines. As of October 2020, only the rights of 
those who had paid all legal financial obliga-
tions (fines and fees) had been restored. 

8. Iowa – In 2020, Governor Reynolds signed 
an executive order restoring voting rights to 
people who have completed their sentenc-
es, except for those convicted of homicide. 
This follows previous executive orders from 
Governor Vilsack (a 2005 restoration of vot-
ing rights to individuals who had completed 
their sentences) and Governor Branstad (a 
2011 reversal of Vilsack’s executive order). 

9. Kentucky – In 2019, Governor A. Beshear 
issued an executive order restoring voting 
rights to those who had completed sentenc-
es for nonviolent offenses. This follows a 
similar 2015 executive order by Governor S. 
Beshear, which had been rescinded by Gov-
ernor Bevin later that year. 

10. Mississippi – The state permanently disen-
franchises individuals convicted of certain 
offenses. 

11. Nebraska – In 2005, Nebraska reduced its 
indefinite ban on post-sentence voting to a 
two-year waiting period. 

12. Tennessee – The state disenfranchises in-
dividuals convicted of certain felonies since 
1981, in addition to those with selected convic-
tions prior to 1973. Others must apply to the 
Board of Probation and Parole for restoration. 

13. Virginia – In 2019, Governor Northam re-
ported that his administration had restored 
voting rights to 22,205 Virginians previously 
convicted of felonies. Governor McAuliffe 
had earlier restored rights to 173,166. 

14. Wyoming – In 2017, officials decided to re-
store voting rights after five years to people 
who complete sentences for first-time, non-
violent felony convictions. 

The Sentencing Project works for a fair 
and effective US criminal justice system 
by producing groundbreaking research 
to promote reforms in sentencing policy, 
address unjust racial disparities and 
practices, and to advocate for alternatives to 
incarceration.

For more information, visit their website: 
sentencingproject.org ♦
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Table 1. Summary of State Felony Disenfranchisement Restrictions in 2020

No restriction (2) Prison only (17) Prison & parole (4) Prison, parole & probation (16) Prison, parole, probation, & post-
sentence — some or all (11)

Maine Colorado Californiaa Alaska Alabamad

Vermont Hawaii Connecticut Arkansas Arizonae

Illinois Louisianab Georgia Delawaref

Indiana New Yorkc Idaho Floridag 

Maryland Kansas Iowah

Massachusetts Minnesota Kentuckyi

Michigan Missouri Mississippij

Montana New Mexico Nebraskak

Nevada North Carolina Tennesseel

New Hampshire Oklahoma Virginiam

New Jersey South Carolina Wyomingn

North Dakota South Dakota

Ohio Texas 

Oregon Washington

Pennsylvania West Virginia 

Rhode Island Wisconsin 

Utah

STATE DISENFRANCHISEMENT LAW

a. California - In 2016, lawmakers restored voting rights to people convicted of a felony offense housed in jail, but not in prison. That 
year, officials authorized persons sentenced to prison to be released to probation rather than parole, affirming voting rights for 
residents under felony community supervision.

b. Louisiana – In 2019, authorized voting for residents under an order of imprisonment for a felony who have not been incarcerated 
for five years, including those on probation and parole.

c. New York – In 2018, Governor Cuomo reviewed and restored voting rights to persons currently on parole via executive order. There 
is currently no assurance that this practice will continue, however, so New York is listed as a state that continues to disenfranchise 
people on parole.

d. Alabama - In 2016, legislation eased the rights restoration process after completion of sentence for persons not convicted of a 
crime of “moral turpitude.” The state codified the list of felony offenses that are ineligible for re-enfranchisement in 2017.

e. Arizona - Permanently disenfranchises persons with two or more felony convictions. In 2019, removed the requirement to pay out-
standing fines before rights are automatically restored for first time felony offenses only.

f. Delaware – In 2013, removed the five-year waiting period to regain voting eligibility. Apart from some disqualifying offenses, people 
convicted of a felony are now eligible to vote upon completion of sentence and supervision.

g. Florida – In 2018, voters passed an amendment to restore voting rights to most people after sentence completion. In 2019, legisla-
tion was passed that made restoration conditional on payment of all restitution, fees, and fines. As of October, 2020, only the rights 
of those who had paid all legal financial obligations (fines and fees) had been restored.

h. Iowa – In 2020, Governor Reynolds signed an executive order restoring voting rights to people who have completed their sentenc-
es, except for those convicted of homicide. This follows previous executive orders from Governor Vilsack (restoring voting rights to 
individuals who had completed their sentences in 2005) and Governor Branstad (reversing this executive order in 2011).

i. Kentucky – In 2019, Governor A. Beshear issued an executive order restoring voting rights to those who had completed sentences 
for nonviolent offenses. This follows a similar 2015 executive order by Governor S. Beshear, which had been rescinded by Governor 
Bevin later that year. 

j. Mississippi – Permanently disenfranchises individuals convicted of certain offenses.
k. Nebraska – In 2005, Reduced its indefinite ban on post-sentence voting to a two-year waiting period.
l. Tennessee - Disenfranchises those convicted of certain felonies since 1981, in addition to those convicted of select crimes prior to 

1973. Others must apply to the Board of Probation and Parole for restoration.
m. Virginia – In 2019, Governor Northam reported that his administration has restored voting rights to 22,205 Virginians previously 

convicted of felonies. Governor McAuliffe had earlier restored rights to 173,166.
n. Wyoming – In 2017, restored voting rights after five years to people who complete sentences for first-time, non-violent felony con-

victions.

Summary of State Felony Disenfranchisement Restrictions in 2020

“Black Panther Party’s United 
Front Against Fascism”
with The Freedom Archives
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By Augusto Jobim, Fernanda Martins, Manoel 
Alves and Sofia Rolim from Trama Colectiva, 
Brazil

Editors’ Note: Key Terms and Context The 
Abolitionist Editorial Collective thought it 
helpful to include some notes on key terms 
so that readers who are not familiar with the 
Brazilian context would be better supported 
when reading this piece. 

Favelas are poor, oppressed communities 
located within, or on the outskirts of, Brazil’s 
largest cities.

Quilombos began as communities created 
by enslaved peoples who had escaped cap-
tivity during institutionalized slavery in Bra-
zil. Quilombos were based on a type of terri-
torial organization that existed in Southern 
Africa. During the almost four centuries of 
colonialism, quilombos functioned as com-
munity spaces in which relationships were 
formed.  Quilombos were and are spaces of 
resistance for Black communities. Today, 
they guarantee Black communities a rela-
tionship to their territorial legacy in Brazil.

Polifamilícia is a term created by Trama Col-
ectiva to describe how fascism is currently op-
erating in Brazil and is the focus of this piece. 

Many communities in Brazil have been living 
through, and surviving, various forms of con-
tinuous and overlapping violence.  In daily life, 
the favelas, Indigenous lands, and quilombos 
are central places in the fight for survival. Per-
manent policing and occupation brutalize the 
lives of the people that call these areas home. 
The current fascist regime imposes its dynam-
ics of extermination on these peripheral places; 
however, we understand that it is also in these 
spaces, constituted by deep community ties, 
that a struggle and active resistance provide the 
opportunity to tell stories of the living.

We recently created the group Trama Colec-
tiva to promote dialogue on the specific con-
figurations of fascism in Brazilian society. We 
are a group of Brazilian teachers, researchers, 
and people linked to social movements who are 
united by the desire to generate dialogues and 
approximations with international abolitionist 
initiatives. We amplify recent actions taken in 
municipal elections through the proliferation 
of collective mandates proposed by those most 
targeted by policing and military violence.

To represent the complexity of fascist nuances 
in Brazil that, to some extent, have always been 
present in the country’s ethos, we arrived at the 
concept of polifamilícia as a tactical expression 
of intervention. First, to speak of the police in 
Brazil is to speak, above all, of the militarisms 
that organize our society in different ways. Po-
lifamilícia relates to the bundles of punishment 
and violence, where cops and the military often 
act together in order to take control of the fave-
las and other territories under their philosophy 
of “pacifying society”. Second, rhetoric and poli-
cy around family values have worked as a system 
of hierarchies and dominion over marginalized 

and oppressed peoples, and formed the basis of 
a patriarchal society that subjugates women and 
children.  Finally, milícias (militias) are com-
posed of cops and other agents of the state. To-
day, they have reached a status that merges their 
clandestine acceptability with enormous power 
in various dimensions of national life, including 
their direct participation in the electoral sphere.

Brazil’s current president, Jair Bolsonaro, is a 
retired captain of the civil-military dictatorship 
(1964-1985), and three of his four children oc-
cupy municipal, state, and federal political posi-
tions. His involvement with the milícia in Rio de 
Janeiro is notorious and includes a bill that seeks 
to legalize milícias across the country. Bolsonaro 
is an iconic embodiment of the fascism that we 
seek to integrate with the concept of polifamilí-
cia as it materializes in institutional spheres. In 
this context, we see that the police continue to 
play a leading role in the administration of life 
and politics in Brazil, as they did during the civil-
military dictatorship. The legacy of that dicta-
torial period remains almost intact as there is 
still close involvement between the military and 
electoral political positions. Despite the political 
transition process, agents of the military forces 
never disengaged from government administra-
tion at any political level. This is the police force 
that engages in policing communities today.

State violence continuously expands, specifical-
ly targeting Black, Indigenous, poor, and LGBTQ-
IA+ people each day, repressing the struggle for 
social transformation by means of assassination 
or imprisonment. The violence that cuts across 
us is also responsible for producing the third 
largest imprisoned population in the world. As 
of early 2020,  Brazil’s prisons subject 773,151 
people to explicit conditions of torture and hu-
miliation. 

The most emblematic representation of the po-
lifamilícia that profoundly marks Brazil’s re-
cent history is the murder of Marielle Franco, 
a Black, feminist, lesbian woman from a favela. 
Marielle was an elected city council member in 
the 2017-2020 legislature in Rio de Janeiro. She 
directly opposed the occupation of the favelas 
by military agents, repeatedly denouncing po-
lice brutality against poor communities. On 

March 14, 2018, she was shot to death along with 
her driver, Anderson Pedro Mathias Gomes, in 
the Central Region of Rio de Janeiro. Of the two 
men who were arrested, one is a retired military 
police sergeant, and both have been recognized 
for their involvement with the Rio de Janeiro 
milícia. To this day, however, the identities of 
those who ordered Marielle’s murder are un-
known. 

In this context, we see that the police 
continue to play a leading role in the 
administration of life and politics in 
Brazil, as they did during the civil-

military dictatorship. The legacy of that 
dictatorial period remains almost intact as 

there is still close involvement between 
the military and electoral political 

positions. Despite the political transition 
process, agents of the military forces 
never disengaged from government 

administration at any political level. This 
is the police force that engages in policing 

communities today.
Marielle was part of a broader popular move-
ment that started to organize politically from 
the peripheries. After she was murdered, popu-
lar candidacies grew as a result of an intensifica-
tion of collective alliances. In this context, the 
recent proliferation of mandatos coletivos (col-
lective mandates) at the electoral level innovat-
ed institutional political participation, creating 
tension with traditional forms of representative 
politics/democracy. Most of the collective man-
dates’ demands and plans are based on, and cre-
ated from, the knowledge and strategies devel-
oped by social groups who are most directly 
threatened by the institutionalization of poli-
familícia. Created by Black, Indigenous, quilom-
bola (residents of quilombos), transgender peo-

Expressions of Fascism and Collective 
Resistance in Brazil: The Dispute of the Present

national conference that will 
take place right here in Oak-
land. Representatives and 
individuals from throughout 
the nation, from all strata of 
society, organizations, groups, 
churches, etc. will be dealing 
with the need for community 
control of the police, politi-
cal prisoners, the courts, and 
the fasci-nation of the society 

here, the right to people’s self-defense, etc. We’ll 
be asking religious groups, Black and white work-
ers, uniting students vs fascism in america. We 
will not be dealing with ideology; we will be dealing 

with a very practical program as it goes forth with 
american people, Black people in particular, across 
the nation. We will not be harboring one group’s 
ideology or nothin’, so even if a democrat or repub-
lican who is against fascism wants to come forth, 
that’s the type of United Front we are gonna have. 
We are talking about pulling together because 
of the rising tide of rampant fascism in america 
which is readily seen in the demagogy and terror 
that’s used by the fascist power structure.”

Colin Edwards: “Do you have any idea of the or-
ganizations that will be participating?”

BS: “We have quite a range of organizations 
presently. We have what we call the national 

committees to combat fascism. Presently we 
have four of these committees around the na-
tion: There is one in New York, one in Chicago, 
one in the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Area, and 
one in Los Angeles, California. Presently there 
are some 25 or 30 different types of organizations 
from the American Service Members’ Union to 
local churches, such as Cecil Williams’s church, 
GLIDE Memorial in San Francisco, and a num-
ber of other churches, groups against the war, 
all types of protest groups, SDS, BPP, the Medical 
Committee to Defend Human Rights, etc. These 
organizations presently participate.”

“Extinción 9” by Mazatl, JustSeeds Artists’ Cooperative

Continued on next page 

See photo essay at centerfold on pages 22 and 23.
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By Cesar Lopez with Rory Elliott

January 8, 2021 – Rory Elliott, of The Abolition-
ist and Critical Resistance Portland, interviewed 
Cesar Lopez of Nogales, Arizona to hear how 
communities of this region of the border con-
tinue to resist the border wall, deportation, mili-
tarization, and resource extraction. They discuss 
base building, mutual aid, the school-to-prison 
pipeline, and how presidential administrations 
from Bush to Biden affect policies on immigra-
tion, asylum, and deportation. 

As a community organizer in Nogales, Cesar 
utilizes popular education, cultural empower-
ment, and environmental stewardship practices 
to build spaces for radical imagination and local 
youth leadership to flourish. Cesar is the Farm 
Director for Santa Cruz Farm, a member of the 
Nogales Compost Cooperative, and a member of 
the cross-border community group, Colectivo 
Colmena of Ambos Nogales.

Can you give a bit of background of yourself 
and of the work you engage with?

Cesar Lopez (CL): I’m from Nogales on the US 
side. Nogales sits on Tohono O’odham territory 
and is a town split by the border. The Mexican 
side has a population of around 750,000, and the 
US side has always been about 25,000 people.

I arrived home five years ago carrying inten-
tions to create a movement in sustainability 
where people, mainly youth from low-income 
communities, get opportunities beyond the 
ones presented to them. All of this is focused 
on the foods that we eat and the environment. 
It looks like a green job development program 
for young people on the outside, but really it is 
a program that builds their political conscious-
ness—that is, their ideas on how to build a world 
from an abolitionist place. 

The inspiration for building this movement is 
figuring out how to create spaces where people 
can be brought together to build leadership, 
which means learning about the context of life 
around us. Working closely allows us to see that 
others suffer from things like family separation 
like you may, as well as suffer in ways we haven’t 
experienced. Working with youth becomes a 
vehicle to diffuse the skills and knowledge that 
we’re collectively learning into their neighbor-
hoods empowering their parents, their siblings, 
and their networks.

We started doing these campaigns around 
2008, while doing immigration work and green 
job sustainability in the barrios of Tucson. The 
daily threat of deportation and adverse condi-
tions more generally led us to set up a crisis 
response apparatus called, in Spanish, “Red de 
Protección”, or “Protection Network”. Compo-
nents of these protection networks could be a 
collective of women that sell food to fundraise—
to pay off bills because somebody had a medical 
emergency, lost their home in a fire, or has been 
detained. Other pieces include ensuring that 
everybody is legally represented before a stop 
even happens, and that everybody in the net-
work is getting a WhatsApp message to track 
the person who was picked up and know who is 
going to get their one call. And if detained, mak-

ing sure that they know their rights and don’t 
sign a deportation order right away. 

On the outside, they got a whole network that’s 
going to start a big letter writing campaign. The 
whole idea is to get a hundred letters from the 
pastor, the soccer coach, the teacher, that all 
talk about this person helping the soccer team, 
expressing that, “this person goes to English as 
Second Language (ESL) classes,” or “this person 
is the father of three and is the breadwinner,” 
etc. We have also fundraised thousands of dol-
lars repeatedly to get our people out of deten-
tion. The ability to run a campaign to get people 
out has been really affected by the Trump ad-
ministration. We were able to do it with Bush 
and with Obama—to build continual pressure so 
local ICE agents would allow them to stay here 
while they fought their case. And that’s been the 
strategy for immigrants. 

How do you feel that this work—border 
resistance, expansive intra-community 
mutual aid projects, food sovereignty, and 
border activism—will shift under the Biden 
administration if at all?

CL: I honestly don’t think there will be a big 
shift in immigration policy during the Biden 
administration unless there is a lot of pres-
sure—through protests and by grassroots 
movements for change. We’ve already seen 
that it is definitely not priority number one. Jus-
tice and dignity in terms of immigration was not 
a priority for Biden when he worked with the 
Obama Administration - Biden doesn’t have a 
good record with keeping families together. The 
Obama Administration, which included Biden, 
has no record of that being their priority. 

People will come to Nogales, in Sonora, Mexico, 
on some sort of sponsored spring break tour 
trip, coordinated by businesses that aren’t even 
based here on the Mexican or US side. It’s a lu-
crative project where people can build their so-
cial consciousness by engaging with immigrant 
shelters and poor neighborhoods in Mexico and 
so forth, quickly exposing itself as a poverty tour. 
They’ll help the locals that they engage with to 
a certain extent, but there is never any change. 
Never a tree planted when it comes to the non-
profit world.

I believe that under a liberal administration, 
poverty tourism is going to grow, which I see as 
a manifestation of settler colonialism. 

To historicize, can you talk a bit about 
survival organizing—this mutual aid 
project that exists out of necessity—and 
how it relates to Indigenous traditions of 
resistance, specifically a tradition and 
necessity of opposing both US and Mexican 
states and their imposed borders? 

CL: There has always been resistance to efforts 
that oppress people and separate them from 
their families, their land, and from the places 

ple, and families impacted by the prison 
industrial complex, these campaigns have re-
markable political focus and programmatic 
clarity, as feminists and many others have been 
producing a departure from neoliberal logic 
and personalization of power. 

The existence of campaigns composed of mul-
tiple co-parliamentarians united in a common 
political project represents an opportunity to 
bring more radical and historically marginal-
ized proposals forward. These collective man-
dates propose LGBTQIA+ political strategies in 
defense of feminist, anti-racist, anti-prison and 
anti-capitalist agendas. These collective man-
dates guarantee the rights of Indigenous and 
quilombola peoples, and prioritize ecological 
issues and public policies that are clearly redis-
tributive.

Although few collective mandates are currently 
in office, candidacies in this collective model 
have multiplied in the most recent municipality 
elections, maintaining a presence despite their 
lack of legal recognition in the electoral system. 
The electoral court only allows one candidate 

to register and be officially elected. In practice, 
there are currently two ways in which the man-
dates operate:  gathering the collective around 
a name that is effectively a pre-candidate, mobi-

lizing votes for that name during the campaign, 
or spreading the idea of   collective candidacy 
and exercising the mandate collectively if won. 
Regardless of how the shared mandate is ad-
opted, its goal is to act as a direct channel for an 
intervention in public power in a collective way 
that adds distinct capabilities and brings mul-
tiple perspectives and knowledges. 

The conception of polifamilícia represents a 
complex expression of fascism and also serves 
as a base for how to resist this form of political 
violence. For us, collective mandates have been 
a form of action that builds collective resistance 
by reinvigorating the terms of what can be said 
and claimed in an institutional sphere. Today, 
what has been historically considered “mar-
ginal risk” is taking the center of public debates 
and occurring as an explicit confrontation with 
the center, which, more than ever, seeks to an-
nihilate the people on the margins. Collective 
mandates demonstrate our refusal to die, our 
resistance to imposed violence, and, substan-
tially, are another creative contour to produce 
other forms of life. ♦

Image made by Keka Marzagão for an event at New York University in 2019 
honoring Marielle Franco. 
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Photo taken by Cesar Lopez
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Building Abolitionist 
Alternatives in Borderlands:
Histories of Resistance and Carceral 
Economies of the US-Mexico Border

Working with youth becomes a vehicle 
to diffuse the skills and knowledge 
that we’re collectively learning into 

their neighborhoods empowering 
their parents, their siblings, and their 

networks.
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they feel safe. There is a long tradition here of 
people resisting. This highway that we live on 
connects to Tucson, but there are also cities and 
towns and nations connected, too. This has been 
a sanctuary highway many, many times. In the 
80’s, these communities participated quietly in 
the movement for sanctuary to assist those mov-
ing north to safety while the US was denying 
asylum and bombing most of Central America. 
Whole networks here, all along the border, and 
through Latin America supported bringing peo-
ple here to safety. 

It reminds me of the wars that the Yoeme Ya-
qui tribe had against the Mexican government 
and the Anglo ranchers in Sonora. They were 
also coming to this area to cross the border and 
bring people to safety who were wounded in the 
struggle. There are whole histories of folks do-
ing that here. These protection networks are 
made up of relationships and work that’s been 
built up around here for a long time.

Right now, we see a whole lot of resistance to the 
border wall, for instance, but there is a distinc-
tion now. What we’re talking about is our efforts 
being globalized. I may not know anybody 40 
miles directly east of me holding down a protest 
on the rez or I may know some people there and 
the organization is totally new to me. But they are 
doing the same thing in their own way and doing 
it because the border sits on their land. They are 
doing it so that everyone can live in dignity and 
justice because the border wall is itself a prison. 
It’s not that it’s creating a prison around people 
- the border wall is a physical thing as well as a 
mental thing. It’s a way to break us down and 
keep us controlled—by restricting our move-
ments, by separating us, and by leaving us with 
no real choices and opportunities. 

Can you talk about surveillance, policing, and 
prisons in their relationship to the border 
project and this tradition of resistance? 

CL: I was able to see the border wall daily be-
cause of where I grew up and witnessed it de-
veloping over the years to a more and more 
militarized force. The border patrol is the larg-
est civilian force in the world, so it’s basically a 
military. That’s why I don’t think prisons should 
exist, because I don’t think it’s healthy for a per-
son to see a wall in front of them all of the time. 

The protection network is important because 
it’s talking about people being imprisoned. It’s 
talking about losing thousands of mothers and 
fathers to imprisonment and possibly deporta-
tion, causing suffering from the consequences 

of family separation on a number of levels that 
we can only see if we dig into it. 

We’ve always worked with juvenile detention, 
considering: How do we reduce the number 
of people in the juvenile system? How can we 
make sure that there are less imprisoned kids? 
I’ve seen how deeply connected juvenile deten-
tion is to the school-to-prison pipeline. When 
you are in a town that has been abandoned by 
the big money interests, where there has been 
no investment in youth or community devel-
opment, there is a need to create spaces where 
people can come together. 

For instance, here, a lot of the kids go into juve-
nile ’cause they got busted with drugs, or they got 
busted trying to cross the checkpoint with drugs 
trying to get them up North. There really aren’t 
opportunities for young people here: they either 
become a cop or border patrol, work in the big pro-
duce industry where all these veggies cross back 
and forth, or move drugs. Once you start introduc-
ing young people to the juvenile system, it’s much 
more likely that they will be sent back to that sys-
tem and ultimately imprisoned as adults.

Further, there is still this “demand” for these 
border patrol agents – there are jobs available. 
If you see border patrol agents, you can tell they 
are young people from other neighborhoods 
that maybe wanted to get an easy degree or get 
a job that pays a little bit better. They are there 
because of the same school-to-prison pipeline 
that’s been built. There are a lot of young people 
without those sorts of alternative opportunities. 
Without a deeper education that’s widely avail-
able—that’s about people and relates to them, 
that relates to their existence amongst each 
other—then it’s going to be easier to make a de-
cision to take a job that’s basically you hunting 
your own people down, imprisoning them, and 
separating them from their families. Sometimes 
people take the option they are left with.

How do you see a connection between the 
work you do and prison industrial complex 
abolition?

CL: I believe that there needs to be a different 
way of living that’s about the advancement of 
peace and not the advancement of violence – a 
way that no longer reinforces the oppression that 
a lot of us have grown up with and have become 
socialized to, not even realizing the ways that we 
are supporting that violence. The whole idea is 
building from the bottom up; it’s one of many 
steps that needs to be done in order to build back 
and—because I’ve been talking about violence—

construct a culture of peace. And that can only be 
experienced when we have what we need. So, in 
terms of education, when we share the idea that 
we should not have violence in our interactions, 
when we believe that we should not have vio-
lence in our interactions, or have violence inflict-
ed upon us in our world, it becomes very difficult 
to believe that people should be in prison.

When we share the idea that we 
should not have violence in our 

interactions, when we believe that 
we should not have violence in 

our interactions, or have violence 
inflicted upon us in our world, it 

becomes very difficult to believe 
that people should be in prison.

I see the work I do as an alternative. Not neces-
sarily an alternative to detention, but an alterna-
tive path rooted in base-building. Building 
where you are at and engaging with your com-
munity, as a way to work, negotiate and keep the 
dignity within what you are doing, all the while 
building youth leadership. ♦

Photo taken by Cesar Lopez

By Yunuén Torres with Susana Draper

We would like to share with you the second 
installment of our conversation with Yunuén 
Torres, a P’urhépecha woman, member of the 
first Youth Council after the 2011 uprising and 
self-determination process of the people of 
Cherán, in Michoacán, Mexico. In this second 
piece, Yunuén tells us about how her commu-
nity looks after itself after expelling the police, 
cartels, and political parties through an uprising 
in 2011 led by Indigenous women, as well as how 
the dynamics between those who inhabit that 
territory have changed through a community-
building process since the uprising.

Could you tell us about what justice means 
for you, how it relates to your people’s 
ancestral memory, how it is defined by the 
community itself, and how it has evolved 
since the uprising?

Yunuén: When considering “justice,” there is a 
bigger focus regarding trust. In 2011, police were 

disavowed, because we (the Indigenous people 
of Cherán) realized there were people we didn’t 
know (police, cartels, and political parties) … 
who were enforcing an idea of justice or author-
ity upon the community with sheer violence. 
Even before the uprising in 2011, you’d never 
trust the police—when you hear the word “po-
lice,” you distrust it; it does not represent some-
one you could go to with a problem, because 
you doubt it. You are unsure whether they are 
going to assist you or screw you, as we say down 
here. This distrust in police, in addition to the 
violence in our community that was happening 
(due to the cartel and loggers), partially led to 
the uprising itself.

Since the uprising, we’ve built a new path we are 
walking on right now, which we inhabit through 
memory, through our people’s knowledge. The 
methods we are sharing and applying come 
from our grandparents, who, in their times, wit-
nessed how communities organized and func-
tioned. The issue of security was based on a vol-

untary participation of community members; 
that is, you trusted a justice apparatus or a way 
of serving justice through the norms abided by 
the community’s voluntary participation of the 
people, who did this as means of collaborating 
with the community. As a result, reclaiming the 
figure of a community-based system of govern-
ment, the ronda comunitaria or community 
patrol—which stems from this traditional way 
of voluntary participation—was very important 
for us. [It was equally important for us] to know 
that the people in whom we delegate these safe-
guarding tasks of all the territory are people we 
trust, who live in our same community, who are 
our neighbors, our family. 

We are currently trying to build trust in the 
ronda comunitaria because there is a volun-
tary participation by the community … It is 
about exercising our democracy in a different 
way, because we are not simply trying to have 
people voice their opinions through a ballot, as 
it is customary in the rest of the country, but 
rather facing the responsibilities that come 
from inhabiting a space. We have a sustained 
participation. 

But we have still had issues related to day-to-day 
living. We’ve experienced it with outsiders, who 
came for a short stay; a group of comrades, two 
female comrades and myself, we were followed 
down the street and molested. Outsiders pass-
ing through was definitely a harassment issue, 
and I had never been exposed to that during my 
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nine years here in Cherán. So, I spoke with the 
community patrol to address this issue. They 
confronted them, since they were outsiders 
from another town. Another female comrade 
was surprised that I was confident enough to 
talk with the patrol about it and that they be-
lieved my word. This is what Cherán is getting 
us used to. These are things that should not hap-
pen here, and when someone comes for a visit, 
they should abide by the rules we follow here in 
our community. This makes a huge difference, 
since you can trust someone, we deposit our 
confidence [in them] to look after us, to look af-
ter all of us throughout our community.

How is a sense of “safety” or “security” 
created in Cherán? How does the collective 
memory of Cherán help build community 
self-determination and collective security 
and care?

Yunuén: In terms of safeguarding and the par-
ticipation of all community members, we un-
derstand and are pretty much aware of every-
thing. In fact, there is a place where a council 
meets to address the subjects of honor and jus-
tice, with their own challenges and direct impli-
cations, which is also a space designed for com-
munity work and collaboration recovered from 
our community memory and whose meaning is 
represented by the word kataperakua, meaning 
where we all may fall or fit. We are offering this 
space while recognizing its challenges and the 
many different aspects to conceive such a space. 

It is said that sometimes evil comes from with-
in. And we see ourselves there, together, many 
times on the lookout for what may happen, ca-
pable of working it all out this way. Luckily, in 
our movement, what were once considered 
“crimes” have become mere street fighting or 
intrafamilial issues. Nevertheless, if we refer to 
major harm, such as killing someone, it pushes 
us to think about how the challenge of address-
ing the kind of justice we are trying to build from 
here can or cannot be linked to a right that is 
administered from the perspective of the state. 
And this is quite complex internally: A commu-
nity’s determination, as well as the fact that we 
have no jails, must be acknowledged and re-
spected from the outside. It’s an intricate sub-
ject that we are constantly developing.

And this is quite complex 
internally: A community’s 

determination, as well as the 
fact that we have no jails, must 
be acknowledged and respected 
from the outside. It’s an intricate 

subject that we are constantly 
developing.

A major result of the loggers coming in to 
Cherán was that sexual assault and rape 
became more common, and this was one of 
the reasons the community resisted the 
loggers. You also mentioned experiencing 
sexual violence from outsiders since the 
uprising. Could you tell us how specifically 
gender violence has changed throughout 
these past nine years?

Yunuén: Since the beginning of the uprising, 
[gender-based violence] was an issue that has 
decreased enormously, because we assumed 
that we’re all responsible for our own safety. It 
was very important for us to make us feel safe 
again. 

Related to some of the violence that was hap-
pening before, is the issue of women’s participa-
tion in governance. Women’s participation was 
very important too, because, as with every pro-
cess, it had to wait several years—from 2011 to 
2015—in order to have a concrete space within a 
structure of community government. Such was 
the case of the youth and women, who came on-
board in 2015 and became part of the structure 
with very visible participation. The belief that 
we can develop such a role was also quite sig-
nificant. For instance, the assembly was grant-

ing these spaces so that at least one woman 
from each neighborhood could take part in the 
initial government structure at the highest rep-
resentative body, the high government. Yet this 
was not possible because there weren’t many 
women who wanted to participate in govern-
ment. In fact, there was only one woman in our 
first council. In the second and third councils, 
however, there were three, and the number has 
been rising ever since. 

Women now are also getting involved in partici-
patory councils, where they develop activities 
in different spaces—you can see a new level of 
trust and how women venture in and take on 
these challenges. This has an impact on the in-
ternal life of families, given the fact that a female 
comrade has equal footing and her word has 
the same validity. These are changes that have 
slowly been implemented, changes that are be-
ing carried out as we walk on. It is also about 
“changing chips”: As women, this is a difficult 
endeavor. Changing old ways that have always 
been there, deeply rooted since colonial patri-
archy, but which are slowly being reconstructed 
and evolving in such a way that we, as women, 
are beginning to understand other dynamics. 
Let me give you an example: Why do women 
have to be in charge of cooking during a festiv-
ity? This has been changing. But, how do you 
change certain patterns so that you don’t have 
to always serve your male comrades? This is re-
ally hard on women over forty. It is a sensitive 
issue, but they are slowly beginning to under-
stand that we all have the same responsibilities 
and the capacity to respond in different spaces. 
And so we are walking on down that road.

You mentioned one method of 
communication you use in Cherán is the 
community radio station, Fogata. Before, 
you explained to us how Fogata has been 
inspired by the community’s tradition 
of bonfires, and how the radio station is 
helping connect communication during the 
pandemic. Can you tell us more about the 
community’s bonfire tradition (fogata) and 
its significance for building community self-
determination? 

Yunuén: The bonfire is a construction typical 
[in] every home that was taken out to the streets; 
it offers resistance to cold but is also a place 
where we cook and where the word is shared. 
It is very important because here the bonfire 
has a customary function, where the person 
present, whatever their age, could have their 
say and be listened to. Whoever speaks, we are 
obliged to listen and respect what is being said. 

Therefore, what is taken out into the streets and 
left in street corners is imbued with this value, 
but it also becomes part of the foundation of our 
organization in Cherán. We debate and propose 
at a grassroots level, and this is shared in neigh-
borhood assemblies, which then pass it on to the 
community. 

The appointment of those who will be part of 
the government structure also stems from this 
process: The appointment must come from the 
bonfire, it cannot be an individual act, and nei-
ther can you self-appoint to any position. The 
proposal comes from a result of seeing some-
thing in that person who is being proposed as 
representative. The assembly then makes its de-
cision and our representatives become elected. 
The bonfire has a very specific function as the 
basis of this whole organization. Consequently, 
when the idea of the community radio came up 
to accompany this movement, that name was 
chosen because the radio was doing precisely 
that: Communicating what was happening in 
the streets of Cherán. What’s more, the name 
accompanies the very existence of the radio 
and its raison d’être, the need of timely inter-
nal communication. It was the medium that re-
sponded to that need, sharing the microphone 
with the very people of Cherán.

Cherán has been autonomous for only nine 
years, yet there have been so many changes. 
Are there any other lessons you would like to 
uplift?

Yunuén: Things always have to be resolved as 
a community, and building community does 
not merely involve those spaces where we are 
Indigenous, but also urban spaces. For all of 
us who inhabit this world, this preoccupation 
for the other must become a more sensitive 
issue. Assuming that someone else’s problem 
can also be yours—that’s where the ability to 
collaborate, to help, comes from, in order for 
our contexts to change. It is paramount to un-
derstand the knowledge shared, the values of 
our grandparents, of our very own P’urhépecha 
culture. I also believe that this idea of collabo-
rating without expecting anything in return, of 
keeping an eye on the other, also helps. This has 
meant a lot to us. And that is what is changing. 
Assuming your neighbor’s issues as yours, as 
something you can contribute to—not being in-
different to those issues surrounding you, which 
is what happens most of the time. “I’m not get-
ting in trouble, it’s none of my business.” It is in-
deed everyone’s business, for we are all inhabit-
ing the same spaces. That’s what it is all about: 
Building community from our own places. ♦

“Tear Down the Walls! Build the People Up!” by Chip Thomas & Thea Gahr, JustSeeds Artists’ Cooperative



12 THE ABOLITIONIST ISSUE 34

COLUMNS

Continue on next page

ELECTORAL POLITICS & 
LGBTQIA+ COMMUNITIES
by Moana Childress

Recently, the nation took a breath and sighed. 
Some in relief, others in frustration. If yours 

was one of relief, then you were likely a Biden/
Harris supporter. If it was frustration, well, you 
sure as hell didn’t feel like America had taken 
the hotly anticipated leap into greatness. For 
me, this election was everything the year 2020 
turned out to be: devastatingly important. I 
caught myself listening to arguments on C-SPAN 
concerning adoption rights for same-sex cou-
ples in Pennsylvania. I was glued to the TV as the 
legacy of slavery ripped through the nation’s 
sacred fabric yet again. But you see, as with any 
game, it becomes dangerous when you lose 
yourself in it. Scary as well. Malcolm X warned 
of this. I began thinking along party lines and 
not for myself, and definitely not for people of 
color or LGBTQIA+ folks. I was tripping. I began 
thinking that if you’re for Trump, you’re likely 
racist deep down and believe sexual assault was 
really “locker room talk” and Charlottesville, 
VA was a misunderstanding. 

Despite women legally getting the right to vote 
in 1920, it wasn’t until the 1964 Voting Rights 
Act that Black and Brown women were given 
suffrage. Around this time, the LGBTQIA move-
ment began with the Compton’s Cafeteria Ri-
ots in San Francisco, CA, followed by Stonewall 
in New York and other movements led by Miss 
Major Griffin-Gracy, Marsha P. Johnson, and 
Sylvia Rivera, among others. Black and Brown 
women learned quickly that we were viewed dif-
ferently, and we clearly weren’t seeing things 
the same way as the people around us. All the 
while we had to start figuring out how to fight 
for us. Because no one knew us or our needs 
better than us, right? We had to realize that the 
safest communities aren’t the ones with the 
most policing; they’re the ones with the most 
resources. Where are the resources? Follow the 
money and you’ll see how their view of the US 
is different, as is policing. For example, a recent 
study just found that by the age of 20, 54 percent 
of Black students will have some sort of crimi-
nal legal record while only about 45 percent of 
white students would for committing the same 
act, even though white students have a higher 
rate of contact with police and detention. 

We had to realize that the safest 
communities aren’t the ones with the 
most policing; they’re the ones with 

the most resources
If you noticed in the 2020 US election, Black 
women showed up and showed out! Our vote 
has always been the unacknowledged, the one 
taken for granted and more! But we want an-
swers too. Why are Black women twice as likely 
to die in American hospitals due to hemorrhag-
ing after birth, compared to white women? Why 
are we paid less cents on the dollar than white 
men and women and Black men? Is it humane 
to chain our feet to the bed while giving birth in 
prisons and jails? Why is our hair a constant 
battlefield in the workplace, and it’s illegal in 
around 20 states to braid, dread, hit up with lace 
fronts, extensions, or tracks in your own living 
room without a license? There goes doing your 
child’s hair before school, and that’s regardless 
of race. How does this happen? Lack of resourc-
es and education. And how does that happen? 
Election results. 

Now, LGBTQIA+ people: Donald Trump stressed 
us out, did he not? From military service to 
healthcare to adoption. Here in Seattle, 45 
percent of LGBTQIA+ youth are homeless. A 

staggering number to be sure, but unsurpris-
ing. Many had hoped that trans rights/issues 
would springboard off of same sex marriage 
campaigns, but nope. The privatization of so-
cial services and shrinking of the social wel-
fare state, under the guise of weaning us off of 
federal dependence, is a fallacy. One which has 
been pushed by politicians across the left-right 
spectrum. Leaving us to fend for ourselves with 
no real representation. Because we are left with 
this void, many are forced to commit “crimes” 
of survival (i.e. prostitution and drug dealing) to 
afford basic needs. Rent, laser hair removal, hor-
mones, and other things shouldn’t be a sacrifi-
cial lamb on the altar of our dignity or integrity, 
brought there by those who give us unfulfilled 
blasé promises and staged visits every election 
cycle. 

Meanwhile, the unlucky among our community 
are arrested, tagged, and jailed for “public safety 
and security.” How is it that we fall prey to it every 
time? We’re also the unacknowledged, the work-
horse, the powerhouse vote. Yes, a virtual lock that 
neoliberals and old party politicians have taken 
for granted. This isn’t a call to switch parties, not at 
all. Just to look at the dining room table, and real-
ize there’s not enough seats for all of us. And that 
boils down to education and lack thereof. 

What’s so horrible, though, is that Black and 
Brown transwomen account for—I believe—54 
percent of all murders in the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity. An average of 1.5 murders per week. Yet, 
who among influential trans folks combat/fight 
the daily narratives that contribute to how our 
bodies and lives are valued? On shows like “Jerry 
Springer” we’re freak shows and fetishes. One 
shows like “Law & Order” we’re tragic charac-
ters, helpless with zero sense of direction. In the 
credits, we’re either “tr*nny” or “tr*nny hooker”. 
We’re admonished for being able to fit into the 
narrow confines of “American beauty”, because 
apparently we’re “pretending” to be something 
we’re not. Hmm, well, I could launch an entire so-
liloquy rebuking that absurd assumption. How-
ever, I’ll just say this: “Do not feel pressure to dis-
close to those who aren’t worthy of your story.” 

But, we also must be vigilant ourselves in our un-
derstanding of our people. I had to learn I’m very 
lucky that I can pass, truly, but that my case isn’t 
the norm. My womanhood has gone unques-
tioned, even in a male prison by guards, prison-
ers, and visitors alike. With comments like: “I 
can understand you, it makes sense, but these 
other ones…?” I’m treated differently than those 
who can’t pass. I’m given notes, guards are nicer 
and more forgiving, and attention from admirers 

is a constant. Pretty privilege is real, but only be-
cause I don’t challenge their masculinity. Again, 
how does the unseen among the underprivileged, 
continue to fall with no safety net? Because poli-
tics influences the public narrative. The public 
narrative influences the people, and the people 
influence the culture. And the culture influences 
and infuses everything we do and believe in. All 
of the connections dictate whether we as a peo-
ple are ready to change the definition of justice 
for all that is cohesive and form fitting. Because 
the wounds on the green skin of Lady Liberty are 
deep and only we can heal them. Your vote does 
matter, but your education is imperative to the 
placement of that vote or how your exercise your 
power. Please remember: Be yourself, because 
those who matter don’t mind, and those who do 
mind don’t matter.

In solidarity, 
Moana 

Author Bio: Moana Childress is a transgender wom-
an of color imprisoned in Washington state. 

Write to her at: 
Moana Childress #345255
Washington State Penitentiary
1313 N 13th Ave
Walla Walla, WA 99362

Editors’ note: A harmful term for transgender 
women (“tr*nny”) is used in this piece as an ex-
ample of how trans-feminine people are dehu-
manized. We do not believe this word should be 
used by people who are not a part of the trans-
femme community, thus have changed the 
spelling. We, along with the author, encourage 
abolitionists to be particularly mindful of how 
language is used to perpetuate and legitimize vi-
olence, especially violence against queer, trans-
gender and gender-non-conforming peoples.

LIFE STRESS 
by Velasquez

Stuck not yet free, mind wondering, trying
to escape our misery
are inside thoughts even our speech slur 
tore in sault 
receiving mail, seeing how our family feels.
picturing their actions
not being humble, mind corrupted, full of sticks
and stones
barriers may brake our bones. 
As time goes by like a plain helicopter in the 
sky
thoughts drift to where we believe our own 
myths
habit after habit living day by day
praying, hoping we see
tomorrow’s sunshine even the world’s mess
depression, bi polar, mood disorder
from the time we lay our
heads down to try and get some sleep
the clock in tickin heart beating
what should we do next? 
Hopefully continue breathing…

Author Bio: Velasquez is a new subscriber of The Ab-
olitionist, imprisoned in CA. Write to Velasquez at:

Velasquez AP-6869
PO Box 290066
Represa, CA 95671

BATTLING DEPRESSION ON 
THE INSIDE
By Leo Cardez

America has a mental health problem. No-
where is this more evident than in Amer-

ica’s prison system, where research reveals up 
to 40 percent of all prisoners have a diagnosed 
mental health condition; 14 percent are identi-
fied as serious mental issues (SMI). Prisons and 
jails have become de facto mental health facili-
ties creating a systematic failure by the state to 
deliver necessary care to mentally ill prisoners. 
SMI prisoners are treated, but those with milder 
conditions (depression, anxiety, stress, lack of 
appetite or sleep, etc.) are relegated to the back 

Kites to the 
Editors 

“Trans Power” by Rommy Torrico, JustSeeds Artists’ Cooperative
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of the line or simply fall by the wayside. And it’s 
killing us: suicide rates in prison are at an all-
time high. There is already a proven correlation 
between depression, anxiety, stress and the like-
liness of attempting or committing suicide. 

My story of battling depression on the inside 
starts about five years ago during my first psy-
chiatric interview at county jail in-processing. 
A tired counselor with a gentle demeanor and 
large round glasses asked me if I was depressed 
or suicidal. I promptly assured him I was neither 
and, furthermore, was adjusting well. I lied. The 
truth was, I had fallen into the well and was be-
ing consumed by darkness. 

I’m a college grad, veteran, and successful com-
munications executive. In prison, I’ve worked as 
a tutor and yoga instructor. Every day I see fellow 
prisoners with problems and tell them to speak up, 
but those many years ago, suffering from a deep 
depression, I didn’t say a word. I was raised by an 
old-fashioned father--raised to be strong, not to 
show emotion, never cry. Now, as a prisoner living 
in a concrete jungle, these expectations are ampli-
fied. In that meeting, I was afraid of being judged 
as weak—a valid fear behind these walls. In pris-
on, more so than in the “real” world, perception is 
everything and any hint of weakness would surely 
be exploited. So I hid behind my tough façade, but 
inside I felt small, stupid, and under siege. 

My depression emerged as an adult. It manifested 
itself through various bouts with alcoholism and 
sexual addiction. During that time, I functioned. 
Things were better for a while and then they 
weren’t. I learned depression can be episodic like 
that, coming in alternating waves of intense emo-
tion and numbness. Still, through the highs and 
lows, I never considered asking for help. 

That’s how powerful stigma is; it erodes our hu-
man instinct to call out for help to survive. Stig-
ma has prevented stories about mental health 
issues in prison from ever being made public—
even though we’re all vulnerable to it (even the 
guards). After months of silence, I was drowning 
and couldn’t pretend anymore. I felt as if I was 
locked in a barrel at the bottom of the ocean. Help-
less and hopeless, there is no worse feeling in the 

world. I was isolating myself, getting thinner, and 
not sleeping. My family instinctively new some-
thing was wrong. They begged me to get help, and 
at that moment I gave in. 

The therapist spent two minutes asking me 
about my sexual orientation and suicidal 
thoughts. I don’t remember what I said to her. It 
was artificial and packaged, and apparently not 
enough to support another visit. I think she rec-
ommended I drink more water. I only saw her 
that one time. Months later, a different psychia-
trist goes through their checklist during a video 
conference. I didn’t do that again either. 

That’s how powerful stigma is; it erodes 
our human instinct to call out for help to 

survive. Stigma has prevented stories 
about mental health issues in prison 
from ever being made public—even 

though we’re all vulnerable to it (even 
the guards). After months of silence, 
I was drowning and couldn’t pretend 
anymore. I felt as if I was locked in 
a barrel at the bottom of the ocean. 

Helpless and hopeless, there is no worse 
feeling in the world. I was isolating 

myself, getting thinner, and not sleeping.
I needed to talk, but thought I couldn’t. Instead, I 
took my father’s advice about staying busy. I redis-
covered my faith and began to attend chapel ser-
vices. I started to play soccer at yard and Scrabble 
in the dayroom. Eventually, something unlocked 
in me that helped me start talking. I began to share 
small tidbits of what I was going through with 
those closest to me and I began to feel better. 

Talking about my issues seemed scarier than 
living with them. I felt vulnerable and exposed 
at the thought of divulging such intimate details 

about my feelings. I feared the conversation 
wouldn’t go well, that I would be judged. My de-
pression was constantly telling me to stay quiet. 

I didn’t believe I even knew how to talk about it, 
how to put these feelings into words… but I did, 
I’d just forgotten. One evening during a night-
yard walk with a friend I spoke openly about my 
depression. We usually spent these walks talking 
about random gossip or just blowing off steam, 
but for whatever reason I felt I could trust him 
and it felt like the right time to tell him: there was 
actually a time in here when I was really in a dark 
place and sometimes I’m afraid I could go back 
there. He nodded his head and patiently listened. 
It was like any other conversation we’d ever had, 
and for the first time I understood that my per-
sonal battle with mental health didn’t have to 
be a skeleton in my closet. Yet this talk was only 
the first step toward getting past my own stigma, 
which I continued to struggle with for years. 
Now I know that the only way to end this stigma 
among the prisoner community is to have pro-
ductive discussions about mental health issues 
in prison. To break the silence. To encourage and 
prompt conversation – one at a time. 

I didn’t know where to start the conversation even 
when I spoke to a counselor or therapist. I’ve come 
to learn they can start anywhere. The places where 
I felt safe talking didn’t look like a doctor’s office. 
The facility chaplain offered not only an ear, but 
hope—which is almost always the first to go in 
severe depression and important to restore in the 
healing process. I could ease my way in during 
therapy groups as they didn’t have a requirement 
for how much I had to engage. Wellness practices, 
like meditation and yoga, have helped me devel-
op useful ways to adapt, such as breathing tech-
niques. The point is I did something—I stopped 
hiding. I hope and pray that if you’re suffering, you 
too can find the courage to find someone to talk to. 
Not every story about depression or mental health 
issues will end badly, but far too many do. Every 
time we talk about mental health issues, we erode 
the stigma--yours, mine and everyone else’s. 

Author Bio: Leo Cardez is the penname of an im-
prisoned writer in Illinois. ♦

Ian Alexander (IA): When and how did you 
become an abolitionist in your thinking, and 
how did you become an abolitionist in your 
practice?

Stephen Wilson (SW): These questions remind-
ed me of some anecdotal advice Mariame Kaba 
gave organizers first encountering a communi-
ty or group. She talked about how important it is 
to be a noticer, to observe what is already there. 
Often, we enter communities revved up to teach 
and show and convey. But if we took the time to 
observe and learn, we would see that there are 
ideas and practices already in place that are abo-
litionist, even if the people don’t call them that.

Before I ever read any abolitionist theory, I al-
ready had some abolitionist ideas. Before I called 
my praxis abolitionist, parts of it already were. I 
have often spoken about how the ballroom com-
munity prepared me for this work. It was within 
that community that ideas about non-dispos-
ability and centering the needs of the most vul-
nerable/impacted were first taught to me. It was 
within that community that I first learned about 
mutual aid. We didn’t call ourselves abolition-
ists, but we were practicing aspects of it.

My conscious embrace of abolitionist theory 
occurred soon after reading issues of The Abo-
litionist and having conversations with Jason 

Lydon at Black & Pink. Critical Resistance-New 
York City sent me lots of materials to read and 
answered tons of questions. Before this time, I 
was more of a disillusioned progressive. I knew 
we could create a better world but was frustrat-
ed by the tools and means at our disposal. No 
matter what we did, the system was changing. 
Not real change. It never occurred to me that 
we could do away with the entire system. That 
the system itself was the problem. Abolitionist 
theory created new possibilities. It opened new 
ways of seeing and being. It wasn’t a tough leap 
for me from progressive to abolitionist.

Practicing abolition is harder, especially behind 
the walls. Abolition is not supposed to be an in-
dividual exercise. It is about community, about 
connection. And that is what makes it hard in 
prison. We are conditioned and encouraged to 
separate, isolate, and differentiate.

Abolition is not supposed to be 
an individual exercise. It is about 

community, about connection. 
And that is what makes it hard in 
prison. We are conditioned and 

encouraged to separate, isolate, and 
differentiate.

IA: What were some of your hurdles, strug-
gles, and frustrations early on? How did you 
overcome those — and how have you still had 
to fight to overcome them? 

SW: I knew that in order for me to deepen my 
practice I needed a community. So I began to reach 
out to others, extending myself. Abolitionists 
must extend themselves. I passed out literature 
and formed discussion groups. And none of this 
would have worked if I hadn’t been really striv-

Continued on next page 
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ing to show abolition to others. In prison, we have 
a saying: “Believe nothing you hear and half of 
what you see.” So people are looking and they are 
keeping tabs. Are you really about what you say? 
Especially when adversity strikes? So practice was 
necessary. And being in here, in this environment, 
definitely forced me to deepen my practice.

One of the earliest big hurdles I had to overcome 
was materials. The prison isn’t going to provide 
us with radical, transformative materials. I had 
to find sources to provide us study materials at 
low or no cost. Reaching out to presses and zine 
distros enabled me to procure materials. With-
out materials, there is no study group. This hur-
dle is often the biggest one for prisoners who 
want to start a group.

Connected to this issue is the matter of accessi-
bility. So much of what is written isn’t accessible 
to most prisoners. Sometimes, it is a matter of fo-
rum. There are very informative essays, articles, 
panel discussions, and excerpts online. Prisoners 
cannot access these materials. This barrier keeps 
us uninformed and out of discussions. Another 
accessibility issue concerns writing style. Often, 
there is no way into the text for prisoners. I am 
reminded of Ruthie Gilmore’s statement about 
thinking theoretically but writing/speaking 
practically. She talks about writing like you want 
to be read. So many people are writing like they 
don’t want to be understood by the masses. If 
people need a dictionary or encyclopedia to read 
your work, they most likely won’t.

To overcome the obtuseness of texts, I found my-
self “translating” materials for our study groups. 
The message contained in the texts was beneficial, 
but I had to explain what the message is to others. 
Without understanding there is no application. 
It was frustrating but it made me better. I learned 
how to create good discussion questions. I learned 
how to connect the readings to real life situations 
and encourage application. It made me and the 
group participants more critical thinkers.

IA: How do you start a study group in a prison?

As I said before, without materials there is no 
study group, so it is important that we find sourc-
es for materials. That is step one. Sometimes you 
already know what you are looking for. You may 
want to study Black liberation struggles, so you 
contact a zine distro or press to request materi-
als relevant to the topic. If you don’t have a par-
ticular topic, you can request a catalogue from a 
distro that covers many topics. I would suggest 
ordering a catalogue.

It is important to talk to participants or poten-
tial participants about what they are interest-
ed in studying. If one feels some other topic is 
more important, it is important to start where 
the people are. Even though I feel patriarchy is a 
topic everyone inside needs to study and tackle, 
I didn’t start there. I had to get people interested 
in and acclimated to study. That meant meeting 
them where they are. Prison issues and racism 
are easy entry points to studying. From these 
topics, one can springboard to other issues.

Starting a study group means spending some 
money. Even if you get the zines for free, you have 
to pay for copies. In PA, we aren’t allowed to re-
ceive multiple copies of any publication in the 
mail, so people cannot send a prisoner two cop-
ies of any book, journal, or zine at one time. This 
means I usually received one copy of a text. I had 
to make lots of copies for the groups. That costs. 
Then, there are supplies. Martin Sostre opened a 
bookstore in Buffalo. He wanted it to be a learn-
ing site for people, especially the youth. And it 
was. He made it easy for them to learn. He pro-
vided a space. He provided the materials. All at no 
cost, so youth kept coming back. I had to do the 
same thing. I had to cover all costs for the groups. 
That means composition books, pens, pencils, 
folders, and paper costs had to be covered. And as 
the groups grew, so did the costs. The upside is 
that the groups grew. We made studying easier 
for the people so that is what they did.

IA: What is the role of outside support in all this?

SW: Outside support is critical to maintaining 
study groups. We need material support as well 
as guidance regarding how to handle group dy-

namics issues. We were/are fortunate to have a 
strong support circle that provides both for us. 
Without them, we couldn’t do this work.

IA: What are your goals going into a new 
study group? How do you inspire interest in 
new and potential comrades?

SW: Choosing study materials is a combination 
of assessing where the people are and the partic-
ular needs of the environment. Choosing materi-
als for a group of people who are already readers 
and who like to hold discussions is very different 
from choosing materials for people who haven’t 
been exposed to such activities. Likewise, there 
may be particular issues at a site that make study-
ing certain topics more important and relevant. 
Here at SCI-Fayette, which is built on a toxic site, 
materials on environmental racism and environ-
mental justice resonate with prisoners. This topic 
may be the gateway for many prisoners to study-
ing other issues. The point is that the choice of 
study materials is always connected to where the 
people are and what is happening there.

IA: What role have teaching and mentorship 
played in this process for you?

SW: In the beginning, I did assume a leadership 
role. But it wasn’t leadership in the sense of mak-
ing decisions for everyone or having authority 
over others. It was leadership that was grounded 
in responsibility. I felt responsible for the groups. 
I had a commitment to nurture and grow them. I 
knew I needed help and readily reached out for 
it. Also, I tried to get people involved and taking 
responsibility for tasks. I wanted them to own the 
groups. Then they would care about them.

It is important to cultivate leadership inside. At 
any moment, any of us can be transferred, so it is 
important to plant seeds and tend to them while 
you can. This is one area we need to do lots of 
work on the inside. We have to work harder to 
create a network of people inside who can cre-
ate and sustain study groups.

It is important to cultivate 
leadership inside. At any moment, 

any of us can be transferred, so 
it is important to plant seeds and 
tend to them while you can. This 
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work on the inside. We have to 

work harder to create a network of 
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IA: What makes a good abolitionist teacher?

SW: Being a noticer is important. We have to 
notice who is doing what and how. At Smithfield, 
I had spent years cultivating relationships and a 
reputation for sincere concern for others. This 
made it easier for me when I began groups. Peo-
ple already knew and trusted me. When I came 
to Fayette, I didn’t have that history. There were 
people here who knew me from Smithfield and 
their vouching for me helped tremendously. 
But I spent time noticing who was doing what. 
I noticed who was in the dayroom reading. I lis-
tened to conversations. And people watched me 
too. A few guys came up to me and told me they 
overheard my conversations on the phone. I had 
been talking with other abolitionists. What they 
heard piqued their interests. They also saw what 
I was doing. Mutual aid is major inside. Nothing 
speaks like action. They saw me practicing abo-
lition. They saw me practicing mutual aid. They 
saw me practicing solidarity. These acts opened 
the people’s hearts to me. I can honestly say that 
I have received just as much respect and love 
from prisoners here that I did at Smithfield. I 
know that this mutual love and respect is built 
on knowing and being present for each other.

IA: How do you start to build relationships 
with new people on your block?

SW: There is nothing like face-to-face organiz-
ing. To be there, in the trenches, with others, 

struggling and organizing together builds bonds 
of trust and care. There are people behind these 
walls whom I have organized with that I will al-
ways feel a deep connection to. We are in the 
belly of the beast. And when others stand with 
you inside of this place, it creates something 
special between you.

To organize inside, you have to be a people per-
son. You cannot be shy. You have to notice things. 
There have been times when I hear young pris-
oners talking about something and I listen for a 
while. Then, I ask questions. Asking questions is 
a great way to enter a conversation. Interjecting 
with a statement is risky. Making declarations, 
especially when they contrast with the partici-
pant’s stance, can lead to arguments and accu-
sations of not minding one’s own business. But 
when you ask questions, especially those re-
questing more info or clarification, it allows the 
young prisoner to be heard and express his/her 
views. This doesn’t happen too often for them in-
side. It seems everyone wants to tell them what 
to do and think, but who is listening to them? I 
do. And because I do, they listen to me.

Also, being open to feedback and criticism is 
important. Be human. Don’t try to come off as 
a know-it-all or like you have all your shit to-
gether. When I found out that Maroon Shoatz 
was here in the infirmary, I was looking for a way 
to connect to him. I knew the barbers go to the 
infirmary to cut hair. When I went to the barber-
shop, I struck up a conversation with a barber 
and asked him if he knew Maroon. He didn’t, but 
he knew whom I was talking about. He had seen 
him. I gave the barber some materials, including 
Maroon’s “The Dragon vs. The Hydra” essay. 
I told him to send my love to Maroon the next 
time he went to the infirmary to cut hair. I also 
told him how I wished I could spend time talking 
to Maroon about his work. That was enough to 
spark the barber’s interest.

The next time I went to the barbershop, the bar-
ber excitedly told me how he had spoken to Ma-
roon a number of times since our last appoint-
ment. He told me how they discussed the essay, 
too. I was so jealous! But what stuck with him the 
most, and this is according to his own words, was 
how Maroon remained humble. He was amazed 
that this elder who had spent so much time in 
the trenches still felt he has so much to learn 
and still needs to grow. The barber told me he ex-
pected this elder to act like he had it all together, 
all figured out. But he didn’t. The barber told me 
how Maroon inspired him to always study, keep 
learning, and keep growing.

The point is that we, organizers and activists, our 
behaviors and attitudes, are determining factors 
in how far and wide abolition can go. This is why 
the internal work of abolition is so important. 
That’s why the presence aspect of abolition is 
key to expanding the awareness and the possi-
bilities of abolition. As I said before, prisoners 
believe nothing they hear and half of what they 
see. We have to make that half count. To riff off 
a Lisa Nichols quotation I read years ago: Aboli-
tion is not just what you feel or what you say. It is 
what you do. So what are you doing?

IA: How has COVID-19 impacted your work? 

SW: COVID-19 affected our ability to meet face 
to face as much as we would like to. But it didn’t 
stop us from studying. We issue composition 
notebooks to everyone. We provide copies of 
the reading materials and discussion questions. 
Participants can submit their answer by writ-
ing in their comp books and turning them in 
for feedback. We are able to comment on each 
other’s answers and leave our own comments.

It became much more like the inside/outside 
study groups we have in which we read and dis-
cuss materials with outside allies. The point is 
that study never stopped. Moreover, I found that 
there was an uptick in interest. With the pris-
on’s normal operations shuttered, people are 
looking for other things to do. The normal dis-
tractions, TV and tablets, become boring quick-
ly. I have been disseminating lots more materi-
als since the viral outbreak. ♦
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With Evan Coral and Stanley Leonard

For this issue’s Inside-Outside Fishing Line, 
we matched an outside organizer—Evan 

Coral of Lane County Mutual Aid—with Stanley 
Leonard, an Indigenous prisoner, currently im-
prisoned at Columbia River Correctional Insti-
tution (CRCI) in North Portland on a mandatory 
minimum sentencing charge under Measure 11.

In this phone interview, transcribed by an edito-
rial collective member of The Abolitionist, Evan 
and Stanley discussed Measure 11, the condi-
tions at CRCI, and state requirements for early 
release, as well as Indigenous imprisonment in 
so-called Oregon, and growing solidarity among 
prisoners during the COVID-19 pandemic.

In 1994, Measure 11, a “one strike and you’re 
out” law, was passed. Measure 11 applies man-
datory minimum prison sentences to certain 
person-to-person felonies with no possibility 
for any reduction in sentence, such as for good 
behavior. Under Measure 11, youth who are 15 
and older who are charged with these felonies 
are tried as adults. Since its passing, Measure 11 
has been responsible for a large percentage in 
the growth of Oregon prison populations. In fact, 
prisoners with Measure 11 charges currently 
make up about 40% of Oregon’s prisoner pop-
ulation across the state’s 14 prisons, according 
to the Oregon Justice Resource Center. 

In mid-2020, Critical Resistance Portland (CR 
PDX) launched the “Write Them All” campaign, 
where members and volunteers wrote to over 
10,225 out of the 13,000+ people imprisoned in 
Oregon. In this letter-writing campaign, many 
prisoners suggested that CR PDX consider orga-
nizing against Measure 11.

Evan Coral (EC): What are conditions like right 
now at Columbia River Correctional Institu-
tion (CRCI) and Oregon prisons more broadly? 

Stanley Leonard (SL): The conditions here are 
very horrible. Basically, we are being housed 
to be killed because we’re getting no medical 
treatment, and not getting help when it comes to 
this COVID-19. We’ve had a few people already 
pass away because of it. We’ve had people taken 
out to hospitals because of it.

CRCI is set up like a dorm. The beds are less than 
three feet apart. The closeness of the beds is 
constantly spreading COVID. Every time some-
one goes in to ask for a test or tries to get medi-
cal attention from a guard or a nurse, they tell us 
no and to put a kite [internal jail request] in. We 
have to wait anywhere from 4 to 5 days just to 
get a response from medical. 

There was a guy that was in here crying, begging 
for medical attention. I ended up getting into it 
with one of the guards because this person was 
crying for medical attention and he kept being 
told no by nurses and staff, that he had to put 
kites in. So, I’m sitting here arguing with them, 
and they’re like, “What concern is it of yours?” I 
said that it’s my concern because it’s my health 
and my safety also. I said the people that are in 
here who aren’t COVID-positive are going to be-
come positive, and who’s to say they aren’t go-
ing to die? It is my concern.

EC: The Oregon Department of Corrections has 
said itself in a number of reports that the only 
way to adequately achieve social distancing is 
by reducing the prison population by at least 
40%. In your opinion, what is preventing mass 
release from happening in the state of Oregon? 
In our previous conversations, you cited nonvio-
lent charge favoritism and the refusal to release 
people with Measure 11. Can you talk about that 
a bit more?

SL: Measure 11 prevents mass releases from 
happening during COVID. Measure 11 is a man-
datory minimum requirement for sentencing 

in Oregon. Usually, the DOC can go into your 
sentence and amend it, but in Oregon, they de-
cided they won’t release people with Measure 11 
charges, even as this COVID-19 pandemic goes 
on.

So, I’m sitting here arguing with 
them, and they’re like, “What concern 

is it of yours?” I said that it’s my 
concern because it’s my health and 

my safety also. I said the people that 
are in here who aren’t COVID-positive 

are going to become positive, and 
who’s to say they aren’t going to die? 

It is my concern.
I can use me as an example. I’ve gotten different 
degrees, different good behavior acknowledg-
ments, and I’ve pursued my education as far as 
bettering myself during my time inside. I’ve 
been down for a long time. This is my twenty 

seventh year. I’ve done a lot of restorative justice 
programs, nonviolent communication, business 
classes, all this type of stuff—and I can’t even get 
a second look for a governor’s release, or even 
be considered for release, with 22 months left of 
a sentence of over 20 years. If I were to catch CO-
VID-19, I’d die. That’s it. I got severe health is-
sues that meet the criteria for early release 
during COVID-19, but because of Measure 11, 
they won’t release me.

A lot of people don’t realize that DOC is not a 
department of corrections, but a department 
of corruptions. If you go to a DOC parking lot, 
you’ll see the most corruption, period. You got 
everything from small petty things to the big-
gest transactions. You know this is a warehouse 
for them to make money off of prisoners. So, 
you pay prisoners a dollar-something an hour 
or a dollar-something a day and you are making 
millions of dollars. Oregon Correctional Enter-
prises (OCE) makes millions of millions of dol-
lars and they barely pay any of their prisoners a 
good wage.

EC: So, they can’t release people in part be-
cause they would lose a profit?

SL: Exactly. They would not make more money 
if they were to release too many people. People 
don’t realize that DOC also has a connection 

with stocks. So, if you buy into the stocks and 
you start releasing, your stocks are no good. If 
you release these prisoners, the stocks are go-
ing to drop, and you’ll lose money. Prison is a 
warehouse for them to make money. There is so 
much scandal, money laundering, and corrup-
tion that goes on in these places that they sweep 
under the rug and don’t want to become public. 
You know, the public could file under the Public 
Disclosure Act and start seeing where money is 
actually being spent on the DOC; it’s all public 
information. That’s what needs to be done. As a 
taxpayer in the state of Oregon, I’d want to know 
where my money was going. 

EC: I think you make an excellent point about 
their commitment to imprisonment as well as 
their commitment to a larger socio-economic 
structure. They could release people to save 
their lives, but they won’t because they are com-
mitted to a certain way that the world works, 
which is a certain stratification of class and 
race. And they don’t want to disrupt that be-
cause that’s how they perpetuate and reproduce 
themselves. 

SL: Exactly. 

EC: Can you discuss the imprisonment of In-
digenous people on the stolen land known as 
Oregon, as well as your experiences as an In-
digenous prisoner?

SL: It’s been 500 years, generations of Native 
people being shot down, ridiculed, and stomped 
on. When it comes to our people trying to get re-
ligious items inside prison, we get ridiculed, we 
get denied all the time. Lodge sweats are always 
getting cancelled. In the Oregon Department of 
Corrections, there is a chaplain that was run out 
of Washington State. He broke a pipe there and 
he also broke our pipe in this state. Native peo-
ple understand the power of that pipe; it’s very 
sacred to Native people. We constantly aren’t 
allowed to perform ceremonies and are told we 
have to utilize the chapel. Everything in there is 
all Christian-based. Everything. So, it offends a 
lot of Native people. Even the Muslims that go to 
the chapel are offended because there is noth-
ing related to a Muslim in there.

Now for us, our medicines, or our sacred items,   
we have to pay for everything, from a medicine 
bag to all the stuff. They got vendors that we got 
to go to where we order these kinds of materials, 
where a Christian prisoner can come in and get 
the Bible and a rosary for free. But if we get reli-
gious materials, it’s a big deal, and they make us 
send them out or confiscate them. If you go into 
these seized property rooms, there is so much 
Native American property, from dream catchers 
to medicine bags to eagle feathers, to all sorts of 
different types of stuff. 

For example, we got religious item boxes, where 
we keep our eagle feathers, our medicines— 
sage, lavender, cedar, copal, medicine bags—all 
this stuff that is sacred to us. Little pebbles or 
an animal tooth or a claw. A lot of times, guards 
will come in and search our stuff and dump 
them out or break our eagle feathers. There 
have been numerous cases where this has gone 
on in the Department of Corrections in Oregon. 
If we keep pushing and pushing, they’ll make 
it so miserable for us through retaliation. If we 
get into an argument with them, they throw us 
in the hole. I’ve known people who have taken 
their religious box and dumped everything as 
an offering back to the fire because of it being 
degraded. 

EC: How are prisoners developing solidarity 
with each other and organizing inside under 
the conditions of the COVID-19 pandemic?

SL: There’s more unity, comradery, and more 
empathy and understanding with each other 
than there has been before because of this pan-
demic. People are leaning on each other, people 
are helping each other out and officers aren’t 
really for it. They are more just condoning it. 
Collette Peters, director of the Oregon Depart-
ment of Corrections, preaches about the impor-
tance of people being social and interacting, but 
yet any time we do this, we get punished. The 
staff bunks you in your cell or takes your TV for 
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sharing canteen or sharing a cup of coffee with 
somebody. They don’t want us to make prog-
ress; they want us to take steps back instead of 
take steps forward. The more strength and unity 
in here, the more they are on edge.

In prisons, there is a huge racial aspect and a 
large amount of racial tension. There has been 
none of that since this pandemic. It’s been more 
people helping each other, more empathy, more 
sympathy, more understanding and compas-
sion. I mean, we’re practicing. A lot of these guys 
don’t know about restorative justice, but a lot of 
that work is being practiced. They don’t know 
that they are actually practicing it, because it 
starts within ourselves to become more positive, 
with more understanding of how each other op-
erates, how each other needs. In here, it’s a com-
munity, just like it’s communities out there. So, 

it’s getting communities in here and out there 
to understand each other and connect as one.

They don’t want us to make 
progress; they want us to take steps 
back instead of take steps forward. 
The more strength and unity in here, 

the more they are on edge
EC: What are some ways we can push that for-
ward? 

SL: We as advocates need to become more in 
tune with what’s going on in the institutions 
because there are a lot of people who are pass-
ing away and a lot of people who are getting sick 

because of negligence. There are a lot of people 
who don’t have the voice, who don’t have the 
strength to stand up for themselves. Because if 
you stand up to them, they beat you down. But at 
the same time, they’re not used to people stand-
ing up and fighting them because of the wrong 
they are doing. 

It’s important for people to be getting more in-
volved. Being more willing to connect with peo-
ple in here to listen and understand the strength 
and the sorrows that are also going on in here. 
Understanding what we have to endure. Under-
standing how much we have to go through, like 
retaliations. More people need to understand 
that some people are shown favoritism over oth-
ers through a racist system day-to-day, and be-
cause of policies like Measure 11. ♦

“Mass incarceration” has become a mislead-
ing, largely useless, and potentially danger-
ous term—a newly designated keyword, if you 
will, in the steadily expanding political vocabu-
lary of post-racialism. We must ask ourselves 
what “mass incarceration” has actually come 
to mean, for what uses this phrase is being de-
ployed, and whether, in our incessant and per-
haps under-examined use of this phrase, some 
of us are becoming unwitting accomplices to 
the very regime of US state violence to which we 
profess to be radically opposed.

Who, exactly, is the “mass” in “mass incar-
ceration”? If it is not the case—really, not even 
remotely, astronomically the case—that Euro-
descended people and those racially marked 
as “white” are being criminalized, policed, and 
incarcerated en masse, that is, if the common-
sense usage of “mass incarceration” already 
presumes casual and official white innocence 
and de-criminalization, then isn’t this phrase 
closer to being a clumsy, liberal, racist euphe-
mism for mass Black incarceration—and, in 
many geographies, mass Brown incarceration?

There is an emerging liberal-to-progressive 
commonsense about US policing, criminaliza-
tion, and human capture that uses the language 
of “mass incarceration” within a sometimes 
sterilized rhetoric of national shame, shared 
suffering, and racial disparity. Notions of fun-
damental unfairness, systemic racial bias, and 
institutional dysfunction form the basis for nu-
merous platforms advocating vigorous reforms 
of the criminal legal apparatus, largely by way 
of internal auditing, aggressive legal and policy 
shifts, and rearrangements of governmental in-
frastructure (e.g., “schools not prisons”).

What is largely beyond contestation is that this 
reform agenda rests on two widely shared prem-
ises: 1) That the current structure of US incarce-
ration is bloated beyond reasonable, justifiable, 
or sustainable measure; and 2) That equal and 
rational treatment under the (criminalizing) 
law is both a feasible and desirable outcome of 
the imminent reform of “mass incarceration”. 
What is less clear, however, is whether those 
who subscribe to this commonsense formula-
tion of liberal-progressive solutions are willing 
to concede that they may have radically miscon-
ceived the problem.

While we cannot reproduce them here, every 
conceivable statistical measure clearly demon-
strates that the impact of the last four decades of 
state-planned criminological apocalypse is his-
torically, fundamentally asymmetrical (for lucid 
and concise summations of this evidence, see 
sentencingproject.org or criticalresistance.org, 
among many others). In other words, the post-
racial euphemism of “mass incarceration” mis-
erably fails to communicate how the racist and 
anti-Black form of the US state is also its para-

digmatic form, particularly in matters related to 
criminal legal policy and punishment.

Put another way, there is no “mass incarcera-
tion”. The persistent use of this term is more 
than a semantic error; it is a political and con-
ceptual sleight-of-hand with grave consequenc-
es. If language guides thought, action, and social 
vision, then there is an urgent need to dispose 
of this useless and potentially dangerous phrase 
and speak truth through a more descriptive, 
thoughtful activist vocabulary.

The twenty-year history of the entrance of “mass 
incarceration” into the popular vocabulary illu-
minates the lurking dilemma at hand. While its 
etymological origins can be traced further back 
in time, the contemporary use of the phrase 
emerged in the mid-1990s, owing in significant 
part to the work of the National Criminal Justice 
Commission (NCJC) between 1994 and 1996. 
The NCJC generated a comprehensive analysis 
of what it then deemed “the largest and most 
frenetic correctional buildup of any country in 
the history of the world” and summarized its 
findings in the widely cited text The Real War 
on Crime, published by the mega-trade press 
HarperCollins. The terms “mass incarceration”, 
“mass imprisonment”, and similar ones per-
sisted through the late 1990s and early 2000s, 
surfacing in academic, activist, and public policy 
rhetoric as well as in influential texts like Marc 
Mauer and Meda Chesney-Lind’s 2002 antholo-
gy Invisible Punishment: The Collateral Conse-
quences of Mass Imprisonment and, of course, 
Michelle Alexander’s widely read, deeply flawed 

2010 book The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarcera-
tion in the Age of Colorblindness.

Since the publication of Alexander’s text, 
“mass incarceration” has not only entered the 
post-racial lexicon as a euphemism for racist 
criminalization and targeted, asymmetrical im-
prisonment, it has also been absorbed into the 
operative language of the US government and 
its highest-profile representatives. Let us brief-
ly consider three prominent examples of this 
creeping co-optation, spanning ten months in 
2014-2015. US Attorney General Eric Holder’s 
keynote address on “over-incarceration” at 
NYU Law School in September 2014 was one of 
the early indications of a reformist shift in the 
US state’s internal deliberations on national 
criminal legal policy. Crucially, Holder’s speech 
occurs just one month after the police killing of 
Michael Brown in Ferguson, MO, amid an un-
folding national revolt against anti-Black, racist 
police violence. Against this burgeoning climate 
of anti-racist protest, Holder panders to law en-
forcement in the same breath that he decries 
the “rise in incarceration and the escalating 
costs it has imposed on our country”:

We can all be proud of the progress that’s 
been made at reducing the crime rate over 
the past two decades – thanks to the tireless 
work of prosecutors and the bravery of law 
enforcement officials across America.

Soon after Holder’s resignation from the Attor-
ney General post, freshly declared presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton calls for a new era of 

ABBY THROWBACK: “Mass Incarceration” as Misnomer 
By Dylan Rodriguez
Editors’ Note: For this issue’s “Abby Throwback”, we reprint Dylan Rodríguez’s piece critiquing how “mass incarceration” is used by liberals to 
expand the prison industrial complex. The article was originally written and published for Issue 26 of The Abolitionist, which covered a theme of 
“Obstacles and Opportunities” in the summer of 2016. 

“Until We All Are Free” by Jess X Snow, courtesy of JustSeeds Artists’ Cooperative

Continued on next page 
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• Russell Maroon Shoatz has contracted CO-
VID-19 inside of a Pennsylvania prison. Ma-
roon is also battling stage 4 colon cancer and 
is therefore at a high risk of developing se-
vere illness from the virus. Calls for his free-
dom have been circulating around the coun-
try and internationally, joining calls to free all 
aging people and all others caged in prisons. 
January 15 marked a powerful international 
day of solidarity with Maroon’s struggle for 
freedom, and additional actions are sched-
uled around the country in the coming weeks 
to demand his release.

 › Support Maroon’s fight at:  
gofundme.com/f/support-for-the-shoatz-
family-fighting-injustice 

• Drop the new charges against Jalil Muntaq-
im! Following his release in October, Muntaq-
im’s freedom was abruptly cut short in No-
vember just two weeks after he was released 
on his own recognizance after being arrested 
for trying to vote in Rochester, NY. A grand 
jury court date was scheduled for December 

14, but that date has been indefinitely post-
poned due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

• On December 16, supporters of longtime 
Black Panther Mumia Abu Jamal won an in-
cremental victory against the Philadelphia 
Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) in their efforts 
to free the freedom fighter. Efforts to replace 
the “progressive” Philadelphia Attorney Gen-
eral Larry Krasner with Pennsylvania Attor-
ney General Josh Shapiro were dashed by the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court in December. 
While the unsuccessful Shapiro has a notably 
more pro-FOP position, Krasner has nonethe-
less made it clear that he intends to uphold 
Mumia’s conviction. In early March, Mumia 
tested positive for COVID, prompting a wider, 
more urgent call for his immediate release. 
Free Mumia, free them all! 

• Lore Elisabeth, imprisoned in Federal De-
tention Center in Philadelphia, contracted 
COVID-19 in late October or early November, 
in the midst of a massive wave of cases at the 
federal prison and across the country. Lore is 
just one of the more than 275,000 people who 
were forced to contract COVID-19 in a prison 
cell — one out of every five incarcerated peo-
ple in the United States.

• San Francisco District Attorney Chesa Boudin, 
son of Weather Underground political pris-
oner of 39 years, David Gilbert, is seeking 
clemency for his father from NY governor 

Andrew Cuomo. Gilbert is 76 years old. He is 
serving a 75 years to life sentence for felony 

criminal legal reform in an April 2015 speech at 
Columbia University. Echoing Holder’s verbal 
genuflection to police power, candidate Clinton 
laments the “era of mass incarceration” while 
lambasting the contemporaneous uprisings 
in Black Baltimore over the police torture and 
killing of Freddie Gray. Scolding the Baltimore 
protestors for “instigating further violence,” 
“disrespecting the Gray family,” and thus “com-
pounding the tragedy of Freddie Gray’s death,” 
Clinton declares, “we must urgently begin to re-
build bonds of trust and respect among Ameri-
cans, between police and citizens.”

Not to be outdone, President Barack Obama re-
soundingly hails the onset of carceral reform 
in a somewhat remarkable July 2015 address at 
the NAACP’s national convention in Philadel-
phia. To a series of standing ovations, Obama 
declares, “our criminal justice system isn’t… 
keeping us as safe as it should be. It is not as fair 
as it should be. Mass incarceration makes our 
country worse off, and we need to do something 
about it.” Amplifying the Holder-Clinton script, 
Obama proclaims the need for more policing of 
African American communities, to the audible 
praise of the NAACP crowd. Obama’s subse-
quent historical mischaracterization of policing 
under US apartheid is peculiar at best:

Historically, in fact, the African American 
community oftentimes was under-policed 
rather than over-policed. Folks were very in-
terested in containing the African American 
community so it couldn’t leave segregated 
areas, but within those areas there wasn’t 
enough police presence.

Herein lies the punchline of the multiculturalist 
racial state’s co-optation of the “mass incarcera-
tion” rhetoric and its conjoined reform agenda: 
As Obama et al. sing alongside the liberal-pro-
gressive chorus demanding an end to “Mass In-
carceration”, they simultaneously advocate for 
a redistribution of state resources away from 
imprisonment and toward policing. For Obama, 
the salve for rampant racist police violence and 
mounting popular revolt against the default 
prestige of the badge-and-gun is “hiring more 
police and giving them the resources that would 
allow them to do a more effective job commu-
nity policing.”

There is something lurking beneath this still-
emerging liberal-progressive and, now, official 
state-reformist discourse of “mass incarcera-
tion” that is worth some critical, radical scrutiny. 

We are witnessing the early stages of a subtle 
though potentially significant shift in the state-
craft of policing: the reform of “mass incarcera-
tion” is becoming insidiously linked to calls for 

a kinder, gentler, and expanded form of law-and-
order policing. This growing, technologically 
enhanced, and body camera-strapped police 
power, in turn, implicitly promises to kill and 
maim fewer unarmed (Black and Brown) people, 
while also subjecting them to more “effective” 
forms of surveillance, control, and discipline 
(community policing or “peacekeeping”). Rid-
ing the wave of a “mass incarceration” reform 
renaissance, the multicultural racial state, in 
loose coalition with an ensemble of liberal-
progressive consensus makers (professional 
activists, academics, nonprofit and foundation 
executives, policy think tanks, religious leaders), 
is building a refurbished pro-policing national 
consensus by naturalizing the utterly bogus 
connection between decarceration, “communi-
ty safety”, and expanded policing capacity/pow-
er. This is a statecraft that intends to win hearts 
and minds even as it focuses its punitive, disci-
plinary crosshairs on those fitting the profile of 
“real criminals” (whatever that might mean in a 
given time and place).

We are witnessing the early stages of 
a subtle though potentially significant 
shift in the statecraft of policing: the 

reform of “mass incarceration” is 
becoming insidiously linked to calls for 
a kinder, gentler, and expanded form of 

law-and-order policing. 
If the current political discourse on “mass in-
carceration” is allowed to remain intact, it is al-
most certain that the technologies and institu-
tional reach of policing will increase, expand, 
and intensify even as the thing being called 
“mass incarceration” is subjected to reformist 
scrutiny from within and beyond the racial state. 

Perhaps, then, it is the moment in which the pub-
lic intellectuals and figureheads of the US state 
begin to deploy the allegedly critical language of 
“mass incarceration” that we must admit to our-
selves that this term may have reached its point of 
explanatory and analytical obsolescence—that is, 
if it ever adequately explained and analyzed any-
thing to begin with. It is becoming ever-clearer 
that the US racist state is both willing and capable 
of re-narrating the story of “mass incarceration” 
as a call for better—that is, more tolerable and 
consensus-building—technologies of criminal-
ization, policing, and imprisonment.

The historical rhythm of US nation-building 
plays on the percussive terrors of domestic war-

fare and gendered racial criminalization (liter-
ally, the creation of crime and criminals through 
the raw material of racial- and gender-marked 
bodies). A spectrum of selective, targeted forms 
of incarceration—from Middle Passage slave 
ships and California missions to Mexican labor 
camps and federal supermax prisons—has pro-
duced multi-generational terror, suffering, and 
freedom struggle for populations at the under-
side of white American (and now multicultur-
alist, post-racial) civil society across its various 
phases of historical development.

In addition to challenging and ultimately dis-
mantling the idiom of “mass incarceration”, we 
must come to terms with the need for a more 
comprehensive, flexible critical/activist lan-
guage that does not fixate on prisons and jails—
or even on “criminal justice”—as the exclusive 
sites of institutionalized racist state violence. 
Contemporary systems of human imprison-
ment, from Pelican Bay to Guantanamo Bay, are 
inseparable from both 1) the growing ideologi-
cal, institutional, and militarized regime of US 
policing and 2) the larger cultural-legal tech-
nologies of criminalization, including popular 
entertainment, corporate and social media, and 
the law itself. 

Thus, the problem is not merely one of “incar-
ceration”; it is also a matter of an overlapping, 
symbiotic ensemble of institutions and systems 
that implicates the entire apparatus of the law-
and-order United States as a form of asymmetri-
cal, domestic war against criminalized people 
and places.

Certainly, the rebellions against police violence 
across the US over the last two years are forcing a 
partial disruption of classical white supremacist 
and anti-Black policing strategies such as those 
seen in places like Ferguson, MO, and Baltimore, 
MD. Yet at the very same time, in response to 
this climate of protest and uprising, the state-
craft of criminal legal reform is premised on 
a strengthening and re-legitimation of police 
authority and prestige. As the phrase “mass in-
carceration” is absorbed into the operative lan-
guage of the state, does it not become necessary 
to consider how this rhetoric is becoming more 
of an accomplice to the racist state than an ef-
fective language of opposition to it?

Author Bio: Dylan Rodríguez is a Professor in the 
Department of Ethnic Studies at UC Riverside. He 
was a co-founding member Critical Resistance and 
continues to support leading abolitionist theory, 
analysis, and critique in the University of Califor-
nia system. He is currently supporting UC students 
organizing to get cops off of UC campuses. ♦

UNTIL ALL ARE FREE: 
Political Prisoner 
Updates

Portrait of Assata Shakur by Melanie Cervantes of Dignidad Rebelde, cour-
tesy of JustSeeds Artists’ Cooperative
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murder and robbery, and he is not eligible for 
parole until 2056, when he would be 112 years 
old. Gilbert is confined at Shawangunk Cor-
rectional Facility, a maximum-security prison 
in Ulster County, 80 miles south of Albany, NY. 
He is one of the oldest and longest serving 
prisoners among the state’s roughly 38,000 
prisoners. As of November 20, there were 101 
reported positive cases of COVID-19 out of 353 
tests among inmates at Shawangunk, includ-
ing one death. 

• Abdulrahman Odeh has been released! 
We celebrate the freedom of this Palestinian 
American political prisoner, a member of the 
Holy Land Foundation 5 (HLF5), as he returns 
home after 15 years behind bars. Odeh’s sen-
tence was the shortest of the HLF5, members 
of a Muslim charity group designated a “ter-
rorist organization” in 2004. Free the rest of 
the HLF5 and free them all!

• Welcome home, Jeremy Hammond! The 
hacktivist prisoner was released from prison 
to a halfway house on November 17. Ham-
mond was convicted in 2012 for allegedly 
disclosing information about a private secu-
rity firm, and also spent time imprisoned as a 
grand jury resistor in investigations surround-
ing WikiLeaks. To learn more about Jeremy’s 
story, read his piece “A Prisoner’s Experience 
Behind Bars During Covid-19,” and to offer 
support, visit freejeremy.net. Free them all!

• 84-year-old Sundiata Acoli has been denied 
parole. This is functionally a death sentence 
for the Black liberation fighter, who will not 

be seen by the 3-person parole board for an-
other 10 or more years. Acoli was arrested in 
1973 with Assata Shakur and has been impris-
oned ever since. Free Sundiata! 

• Leonard Peltier update: Nashville attorney 
Kevin Sharp is pushing a new clemency ef-
fort for this member of the American Indian 
Movement, who has been imprisoned for 40 
years. These efforts follow the denial of Pelti-
er’s application for clemency by both Obama 
and Trump. 

• Ed Poindexter’s supporters are calling for 
the compassionate release of the 75-year-old 
political prisoner serving a life sentence in 
Nebraska. Poindexter, who suffers from dia-
betes and other health problems, is seeking 
compassionate release on the grounds that 
his age and health would put him at a high 
risk of death should he contract COVID-19. 
He is on a waiting list for commutation.

 › Take Action Now! Write, email, and call 
the Nebraska Board of Pardons to request 
that they commute Ed’s sentence.

 › WRITE: 
Nebraska Board of Pardons 
P.O. Box 95007 
Lincoln, NE 68509

 › EMAIL: ne.pardonsboard@nebraska.gov

 › CALL: Governor Pete Ricketts: 402-471-2244 
Secretary of State Robert B. Evnen:  
402-471-2554 
Attorney General Doug Peterson: 
402-471-2683

• Welcome home, Jay Chase! The NATO 3 po-
litical prisoner was released on November 6 
after serving over 8 years in prison. He is now 
back in Chicago and supporters are trying to 
get him the medical care and insurance he 
needs. For now, there is a need to bridge the 
gap on expenses until insurance kicks in. 
Contributions to this effort can be made at  
gofundme.com/f/jay-chase-of-the-nato3-
is-free.

• Urgent medical alert for former Black Panther 
Kamau Sadiki (formerly known as Freddie 
Hilton), who is at risk of having his foot am-
putated. Sadiki has spent more than four de-
cades fighting for Black people. At seventeen, 
he joined the NYC Black Panther Party. He 
has been imprisoned since 2002 for refusing 
to aid in the capture of: Assata Shakur. Learn 
more about his story at: freekamau.com

• Kings Bay Plowshares 7 (KBP7): Charges of 
trespassing and destruction of property were 
handed down in December for the seven Cath-
olic Worker peace activists, ranging between 
58 to 81 years of age, who broke into the Kings 
Bay Naval Submarine Base and carried out a 
symbolic act of protest against nuclear weap-
ons in 2019. During a pandemic that is wreak-
ing havoc on all prisoners and disproportion-
ately harming older people, six of them have 
been sentenced to up to 33 months in prison. 
The seventh member of the KBP7 is sched-
uled to be sentenced in February. ♦

CRITICAL RESISTANCE (CR) 
Updates and Movement Highlights
How do we sharpen our efforts toward prison industrial complex (PIC) abolition without know-
ing our advances? This column is meant to keep our movement partners and readers updated 
on abolitionist campaign progress between issues of The Abolitionist. Here you will find what 
CR has been doing and the movement news that caught our attention. 

NATIONAL AND CHAPTER 
UPDATES ON CR’S WORK
Critical Resistance Portland (CR 
PDX):
#WriteThemAll

CR PDX created a robust prisoner correspon-
dence program during 2020. Having launched 
the #WriteThemAll Campaign back in 2020, 
inspired by the Mississippi Freedom Letters 
Campaign, CR PDX aims to send a letter to every 
person imprisoned in Oregon state prisons. The 
number of prisoners in Oregon’s state institu-
tions fluctuates around 14,000. As of January 
2021, the chapter has sent out over 10,225 letters 
offering solidarity and connecting prisoners to 
other organizations and resources. We are in the 
process of building a road map on how to build 
this kind of campaign to share with other PIC ab-
olitionist organizations across the country. 

Stimulus Checks

After leading dozens of volunteers to help CR mail 
stimulus check forms to our entire list of impris-
oned Abby readers plus everyone from the push to 
#WriteThemAll, the chapter is also continuing to 
work with folks inside to receive the second round 
of stimulus checks. If you are locked up and have 
received the first-round stimulus already, you 
should automatically receive the second. If you 
have not, and have filed an application in 2020, 
it’s likely that you need to reapply in early 2021. 
However, the IRS has not yet published any guid-
ance on that process. If anyone is still missing 
a stimulus payment by now, they should file a 
Recovery Rebate Credit on line 30 of Form 1040 
on their 2020 tax return.

The Imprisoned Firefighter Fundraiser OR 
was launched in November 2020 by members 

of CR PDX, Black and Pink PDX, Siskiyou Aboli-
tion Project, and Lane County Mutual Aid. This 
struggle formed in November, following Or-
egon’s deadliest fire season in September 2020, 
to show appreciation to the firefighters who 
are paid $6 a day for their work. After pestering 
the Department of Corrections (DOC) for the 
names of all the fighters, the groups and their 
volunteers sent a letter to each individual ask-
ing for consent to fundraise on their behalf. The 
project worked to raise $200 for each of the 285 
firefighters in Oregon, totaling over $57,000 in 
mutual aid contributions. In tandem with fun-
draising, the fundraiser contributed to a public 
discourse by complicating an analysis of prison 
labor, environmental degradation, colonial land 
management, and the PIC’s relationship to sur-
plus labor. The fundraiser ended on February 
10, 2021, and raised over $61,000 through bake 
sales, raffles and grass-
roots donations.

Critical 
Resistance 
Oakland (CR 
OAK):
Throughout the pan-
demic, CR has also 
raised funds for the 
Zachary Project, a 
mutual aid resource 
for Bay Area commu-
nity members facing 
particular hardship re-
lated to the PIC, creat-
ed in honor of our be-
loved late comrade, CR 
Oakland member and 
The Abolitionist edi-
tor Zachary Ontiveros 

who passed away in 2015. The Zachary Project 
has supported numerous people with housing 
needs and moving costs, costs for medication, 
transitions and re-entry support after getting 
out of prison, mental health support and more. 
With expanding need during the pandemic, the 
project is the largest it has ever been. 

When in need, community members contact 
the Zachary Project to request funds. Each year 
around Zachary’s birthday in January, we update 
his family on the reach and impact of Zachary’s 
memory and dedication to anti-capitalist collec-
tive care. We know Zachary kept close relation-
ships with many readers of The Abolitionist. If 
you would like to receive updates on the Zacha-
ry Project, or if you or someone you know would 
like to request funds, contact the Zachary Proj-
ect: The Abolitionist, Attn: Zachary Project, 1904 
Franklin St, Suite 504, Oakland CA 94612. 

In December 2020, CR began a monthly event 
series called Freedom Fridays at our com-
munity building in North Oakland, focused on 
supporting solidarity actions against imprison-
ment. The first event in December distributed 
dozens of holiday mailing packages to volun-
teers to write to our imprisoned comrades for 
the holidays. In January, our Freedom Friday 
hosted California Coalition of Women Prison-
ers (CCWP) for a day of action to stop the CO-

Photo taken January 31, 2020 by Brooke Anderson of a Gerald Smith, former Black Panther Party member and current 
long-time member of Labor Action Committee to Free Mumia Abul Jamal, speaking at an action at the Port of Oakland 
demanding CA Governor Newsom release prisoners to stop COVID-19 deaths. Action organized by Critical Resistance 
Oakland, No Justice Under Capitalism and Communities United for Restorative Youth Justice (CURYJ).

Continued on next page 
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VID-19 outbreak at the Central California Wom-
en’s Facility (CCWF).

By the start of February, at least 195 prisoners 
were killed by COVID-19, Governor Newsom and 
the CA Department of Corrections & Rehabilita-
tion (CDCR). The chapter organized a Bay Area-
wide car caravan that occupied the San Fran-
cisco Bay Bridge with two other Oakland-based 
organizations, No Justice Under Capitalism and 
Communities United for Restorative Youth Jus-
tice (CURYJ). The action created hours of traf-
fic, as hundreds of cars were passed by a plane 
flying a sign in the sky: “Newsom, release pris-
oners 2 stop COVID deaths” and other banners 
along the bridge’s toll booth. The demands of 
the caravan were for Governor Newsom to grant 
mass releases to CA prisoners immediately. 

Critical Resistance LA (CR LA):
Critical Resistance LA is busy pushing for abo-
lition across Los Angeles. We are working in 
coalition with others to take on policing, surveil-
lance and imprisonment. We must build people 
power. While CRLA is reconfiguring our volun-
teer days, we are excited to start hosting public-
facing events in the near future. 

Critical Resistance New York (CR 
NYC):
Hunger Strike against ICE

On November 13, ten immigrant prisoners un-
der ICE custody at the Bergen County Jail in 
New Jersey started a hunger strike to demand 
their immediate release and protest against the 
unlivable conditions inside and the systematic 
medical neglect taking place. Prisoners with 
health conditions organized to demand their 
right to get their health records, which are re-
quired in order to be able to qualify for release 
under the Fraihat class action lawsuit. Since the 
start of the strike, three people have been re-
leased. Members of CR along with groups under 
the umbrella of Abolish ICE New Jersey & New 
York supported the strikes in different forms, 
holding rallies outside of the jail along with the 
strikers’ families and friends.

CR NATIONAL:
Critical Resistance national staff wrapped up a 
two-year strategic planning process for the or-
ganization and is currently rolling out a new 
strategic plan to our members. The plan is de-
signed to push the organization to develop sev-
eral new strategic campaigns against the PIC; to 
tighten its existing programs, projects, and com-
mitment; and to strengthen leadership devel-
opment and political unity within our staff and 
membership. 

Mutual Aid for Prisoners to Resist COVID-19

The Abolitionist Editorial Collective, with the 
leadership and vision from our comrade and col-
umnist Stevie Wilson, raised $3400 to distribute 
PPE supplies to prisoners to protect themselves 
against the virus. CR held the fundraising cam-
paign outside to help prisoners protect them-
selves and others as the state refuses to do so.

The Abolitionist Newspaper Launch Events 
Return!

After revamping The Abolitionist newspaper 
in 2020, the editorial collective brought back 
launch events to celebrate the release of a new is-
sue, generate more public engagement with the 

project, and increase paid subscriptions from 
non-imprisoned supporters in order to sponsor 
and sustain free subscriptions for more prison-
ers. Over 400 people registered for December’s 
issue 33 launch event, helping us surpass our 
subscription goal of 200 new paid subscribers 
(we got about 350 new paid subscribers!). The 
event featured Issue 33 authors Sarah Hamid, 
Linda Evans, Katie Tastrom and Yunuén Torres, 
and was moderated by former CR member and 
Abby columnist Liz Samuels. Stevie Wilson also 
joined us by recording a short statement be-
fore the event and CR staff and members read 
aloud some of the prisoner submissions from 
the Kites to the Editor. We were able to provide 
live Spanish translation and ASL interpretation 
of the event, as well as closed captioning. Write 
to the editorial collective at the address below if 
you are interested in reading a transcript of the 
event and if you would like to support a launch 
event for a future issue.

The Abolitionist
Attn: Launch Events
1904 Franklin St, Suite 504
Oakland, CA 94612

MOVEMENT HIGHLIGHTS
WEST COAST

Calls for solidarity with prisoners to stop 
outbreaks in CA

CCWP is calling for solidarity with prisoners 
in CA in order to stop the continued surges of 
COVID-19 in jails and prisons, especially the out-
break at CCWF. Decarcerate Alameda County 
also has made urgent solidarity calls due to huge 
spikes and cover ups in Santa Rita Jail outbreaks. 
No Justice Under Capitalism is demanding 
the California governor grant mass release to 
stop outbreaks. Ella Baker Center is calling on 
CDCR to stop transfers of prisoners, which has 
caused COVID-19 outbreaks inside.

LA Police Commission defies community 
call for a ban on facial recognition

Even with this loss, The Stop LAPD Spying Co-
alition continues their fight against the surveil-
lance technology LAPD uses and invests in, es-
pecially facial recognition tech. 931 emails were 
sent in opposition to the use of such tech and 
called for an all-out ban, while only 12 were sent 
in support of LAPD.

#FreeThemAllWA is a collective of people 
across Washington state demanding the aboli-
tion of all imprisonment and policing. Their de-
mands of the WA State are: 

1. Decarcerate: Reduce the prison population 
NOW 

2. Defund the Department of Corrections
3. IN-vest in Community Care NOT CAGES
4. Reject home/electronic surveillance: Sup-

port community re-entry

THE SOUTH
#30DayEconomicBlackout

The Free Alabama Movement (FAM), founded 
and operated by Black men, sought to expose 
the Alabama Department of Corrections, and or-
ganized a statewide prison work strike and 30-
day economic blackout in the month of January, 
boycotting a list of companies that exploit pris-
oners. The companies are Union Supply Co, Jpay, 
Access Corrections, Securus Technologies and 
Alabama Correctional Industries. FAM has also 
called for the founding of a National Freedom 
Movement, pulling together organizers inside 
and outside of prisons in multiple states. Read 
more about the National Freedom Movement in 
our “Featured Movement Highlight” on 20. 

The People’s First 100 Days

Southern Movement Assembly, a move-
ment of over 100 local organizations across the 
South, have launched a campaign from Janu-
ary 1 through April 10 to grow southern move-
ment power. In their call to organize SMA said, 

“No matter who is in the White House, social 
movements cannot wait for the government to 
respond to the crisis we face. We believe the 
people should set the tone, define the issues, and 
create our own priorities.”

Abolitionist Scholar and Organizer fired 
from University of Mississippi

Garrett Felber was suddenly fired from the uni-
versity in retaliation for his scholarship and 
contributions to dismantling the carceral state. 
Hundreds of organizers, scholars, and organiza-
tions have pledged to boycott the university 
until Felber is reinstated. Growing suppression 
in academia to abolition is apparent.

MIDWEST
Keystone XL Pipeline cancelled

After years of grassroots organizing and resis-
tance, the Biden Administration was pushed to 
cancel the Keystone XL pipeline, a huge win for 
Indigenous and environmental activists.

St. Louis City Jail Revolt

Over 100 prisoners in St. Louis City Jail in Mis-
souri revolted in early February due to growing 
concerns around COVID-19 in the jail, as over 
600 prisoners tested positive and only restric-
tions—not care—have increased. Half of the 
protestors were moved to solitary confinement 
and the other half have been transferred. 

EAST COAST
People’s Campaign for Parole Justice

A coalition of 16 grassroots organizations sup-
ported by 250 groups across New York state 
launched a People’s Campaign for Parole Jus-
tice, with primary goals of the campaign being 
decarceration and family reunification. The 
coalition’s three demands are elder parole, fair 
and timely parole, and fair & fully staffed parole 
board.

Produce market strike in the Bronx ends in 
victory!

After a week-long strike, union members gained 
a new contract guaranteeing them higher wages 
over the next three years and a 40 cent per hour 
contribution to employee healthcare.

INTERNATIONAL
The Waikeria Uprising

In New Zealand, 16 prisoners at the notorious 
Waikeria prison held a 6-day uprising. A mani-
festo provided to People Against Prison Aote-
aroa reads in part, “We are not rioting. We are 
protesting. We have shown no violence toward 
corrections officers – none whatsoever – yet 
they show up here in force armed with guns 
and dogs to intimidate us. We’re the ones that 
are making a stand on their matter for our 
future people. Showing intimidation to us will 
only fuel the fire of future violence. We will not 
tolerate being intimidated any more… We are 
Tangata Whenua of this land. We are Mãori 
people forced into a european system. Prisons 
do not work!”

Israel used medical apartheid practices in 
COVID-19 vaccine roll-out

As much of the Western world praises Israel’s 
vaccination rate, Palestinian organizations and 
allies point out the hypocrisy of such applause. 
Israel has excluded the 5 million Palestinians it 
occupies, even as it vaccinates Jewish settlers 
who illegally live on occupied Palestinian land.

Stop the War in Yemen

On January 24, a global day of action was held to 
highlight the ongoing war in Yemen. Anti-war 
activists in Ontario, Canada, held a non-violent 
civil disobedience protest blocking trucks car-
rying armored vehicles bound for Saudi Arabia. 
In multiple cities throughout the US, anti-war 
activists called on the Biden Administration to 
end US involvement in the war. ♦  

“Newsome, Mass Releases NOW!” Rally, January 2021. Photo by Critical 
Resistance member and The Abolitionist editor Nick DeRenzi.
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The U.S. and Israel have closely
cooperated in the development of their
prison systems over the course of the
last sixty years. Together, they have
instigated many similar methods of
carceral control, including
interrogation, solitary confinement,
child imprisonment, family separation,
sexual violations and surveillance
techniques 

Art Against Imprisonment will shine a
light on the multiple forms of creativity
that people trapped in Israeli and U.S.
prisons use to break through isolation
and invisibility. This exhibit is a small
testament to your imagination and
artistry.  We hope it will inspire
understanding and solidarity between
our movements against imprisonment
and for the freedom of all held captive
inside prisons.

If you have or can create art (visual
or written) that reflects your

experiences, your resistance and/or
your solidarity with Palestinian

prisoners, we would be honored to
feature your work.

 
Submissions accepted on a rolling

basis. 

Send submissions to: Freedom
Archives, 522 Valencia Street, San

Francisco, CA 94110
 

Contact us at:
Info@freedomarchives.org

Invitation to contribute to Online Art Show:

Hosted by: 

Addameer (Palestinian Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association based in

Ramallah, Palestine)

Arab Resource and Organizing Center (AROC)

California Coalition of Women Prisoners (CCWP)

Freedom Archives

Palestinian Youth Movement (PYM)

US Palestinian Community Network  (USPCN)

Why The Request

From Palestine to the U.S.

FEATURED MOVEMENT HIGHLIGHT 
Building a National Freedom Movement: Call to Action to Create 
True Pathways Toward Freedom

As prisoners in Alabama have been working to expose the violence of 
Alabama’s prisons system, the Black prisoner-led Free Alabama Move-
ment has been bringing together imprisoned people in other states 
and outside advocates to create a National Freedom Movement, as well 
as state-based freedom movements. 

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL FREEDOM MOVEMENT?

The National Freedom Movement (NFM) is an inside-based, inside-led 
direct-action formation of imprisoned people in men’s and women’s 
prisons who are organizing to create meaningful change in the US pris-
on system. NFM’s leadership is composed exclusively of organizations, 
organizers, activists and advocates who are fighting from inside US 
prisons. NFM is open to creating partnerships and alliances with out-
side-based advocates, activists, and organizations who share the NFM’s 
collective goals and aspirations. Currently, the NFM has representation 
in at least 10 states, and is striving to create one direct action coalition 
throughout all 50 states. 

WHAT IS NFM’S ORGANIZATIONAL PURPOSE?

NFM’s primary purpose is to unify the 2.5 million imprisoned people 
throughout the US so that we can be direct participants in the ongo-
ing fight for human rights, freedom and justice, and change in the US’s 
prison system. With this unity, NFM will launch simultaneous direct-
action campaigns that will challenge this corrupt, inhumane, punitive, 
and brutally abusive system at its core.

WHAT IS THE NFM’S MAIN GOAL?

The NFM’s overriding goal is to create a path to freedom for all 2.5 mil-
lion people imprisoned. Our national liberation will not come about 
without active participation from the inside, and our issues and human 
rights violations will not be heard without us having a seat at the table. 

NFM’S “ONE MILLION FAMILIES FOR 
PAROLE” DAY OF ACTION
On Saturday, April 3, 2021, the National Freedom Movement, in con-
junction with other organizations, activists, and advocates from around 
the US, will join the call to action for the “One Million Families for Pa-
role” rally at parole boards, department of corrections headquarters, 
and state capitols across the country. 

The parole system of the US is broken, failing to respond to the hu-
manitarian crisis taking place in prisons across the country, leaving 
countless lives in danger. In the midst of a global pandemic and a hu-
manitarian crisis throughout US jails, prisons, and other places of im-
prisonment, parole boards have exacerbated the crisis by denying pa-
role due to bad parole laws and for political and financial reasons. 

To bring our loved ones home, and for real change to occur, we must unite 
across the nation and demand changes to this ineffective parole system. 
Federal parole must be reinstated, a mandatory parole criteria must be 
implemented nationwide to justify the billions of tax dollars being spent 
for “corrections,” an emergency response to the COVID-19 pandemic has 
to be immediately instituted to save lives, and, among other demands, a 
3-year limit on parole supervision must be implemented so that people 
who have successfully integrated back into society can get their lives back. 

Participating states thus far include Alabama, Mississippi, Indiana, 
New York, Louisiana, Florida, Texas, Georgia, South Carolina, Ohio, and 
California. 

Anyone interested in participating in this event or assisting in 
the planning and organizing should contact us immediately at:  
1nationalfreedommovement@gmail.com ♦

Free to people in prisons, jails and detention centers;  
Paid subscriptions help us send the paper to thousands of prisoners for free.

Credit card type: 

Card Number:

Expiration Date:  CSV:

Billing Address:  

Mailing Address (if different):

Email: 

Do you want a pdf email to you or print copy?:

ARE YOU LOCKED UP? 
Sign up for a free subscription!

*Make sure to let us know if you are trans-
ferred or released

*Return your slip to:
Critical Resistance
Attn: Abby subscription
1904 Franklin St, Suite 504
Oakland, CA 94612

Name:  

Prisoner Number:

Mailing Address:

ARE YOU NOT LOCKED UP, BUT WANT TO SUPPORT?
Sign up for a paid subscription!

Paid Subscription Options: OR Complete your info and send your slip back to us:

Subscribe on our website 
criticalresistance.org/the-abolitionist

q $10 for 3 issues / year, supports 2 
readers (you + one prisoner)

q $15-$50 for 3 issues / year, support 
multiple readers (you + 2-9 
prisoners)

SUBSCRIBE TO THE ABOLITIONIST!

➥ ➥
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CALL FOR CONTENT
Help shape the content of  

The Abolitionist
Make your voice heard  

in our paper!
Submit content by writing a piece for either 
our Features section OR one of our columns!

The Features section in Issue 35, to be 
released in July 2021, will focus on “De-
fund Policing”. Issue 36’s Features will 
focus on “Pathways Toward Freedom,” 
or strategies for getting people out of 
cages, which will be released by Decem-
ber 2021. 

Send us an essay, article, research, a 
poem, a story, a play, a comic, art, person-
al reflection, or questions on these top-
ics for our upcoming Features sections! 

• Issue 35 Submission Deadline: 
Friday, April 30, 2020.

• Issue 36 Submission Deadline: 
Friday, August 27, 2021

There are many ways for you to shape the con-
tent of the paper, either by submitting a piece to 
our Features section or supporting one of our 
columns. Check out all of the ways you can write 
a piece for our next two issues:

1. Write a piece for Features 
• Pieces can be in each of these different forms 

of writing—from the theoretical, to the re-
flective, and action-oriented—but they will 
all share a common focus, theme, or topic of 
consideration. You could submit:

 › A theoretical piece on either defunding 
policing or “pathways toward freedom”. 

 › A reflective piece or sample of cultural ex-
pression on defunding policing or “path-
ways toward freedom”. 

 › A piece about an example of organizing 
(past or present) or a resource related to 
defunding policing or “pathways toward 
freedom”. 

 › Writing Suggestion: Share your thoughts 
with us on the guiding questions from 
Ejeris Dixon’s reprint on page 5, make con-
nections to either focus on defunding the 
police or “pathways toward freedom”, and 
we could then include your piece in our 
upcoming features. 

2. Send a Kite to the Editors 
Want to share your thoughts on issue 34, and 
have your thoughts printed in the next issue of 
the paper or posted on our website? Kites to the 
Editors are direct responses to content (articles 
and art) from previous issues of The Abolitionist. 
These are meant to be short notes (fewer than 
500 words) from our readers expressing their 
opinions, reactions, disagreements, or thoughts 
on content in the paper. See page 12 for exam-
ples of Kites to the Editors in Issue 34.

Kites Suggestion: Turn back to Ejeris Dixon’s 
suggested guiding questions on page 5 of this is-
sue and write us your response as a “Kite to the 
Editors”. 

More approaches to writing Kites to the Edi-
tors:
• Elaborate on something that you agreed with 

in an article and explain why you agreed with it.

• Elaborate on something that you disagreed 
with in an article and explain why you dis-
agreed with it. 

• Relate an article to other things you have 
read, watched, heard, or experienced.

• Write a note to the editors sharing questions 
that you believe are timely and needed in this 
political moment and which you would like 
Critical Resistance to answer. 

Send submissions to the Kites to the Edi-
tors section to:
The Abolitionist Paper
Attn: Kites to the Editors
1904 Franklin #504 
Oakland, CA 94612 

3. Request to be an author of an Inside-
Outside Fishing Line
• For the Inside-Outside Fishing Line, we 

partner an imprisoned author with an 
outside organizer to exchange ideas on 
a political topic or question relevant to 
building an international movement 
to abolish the PIC. The conversation or 
“fishing line” can happen through writ-
ten or phone correspondence. We will 
then either print your correspondence 
or edit it to make a collaborative piece be-
tween the two authors. Check out page 15 
for an example Inside-Outside Fishing 
Line.

• If you’re interested in being an author in-
side for this column, write to us to pitch: 

1. what your fishing line exchange would 
be about 

2. and whether you have an organizer 
outside of prison in mind as someone 
with whom you’d like to exchange 
ideas. 

3. Please make sure to name a specific 
topic you’d like to discuss with another 
author or a set of guiding questions 
you think the conversation will cover. 

Send submissions to the Fishing Line col-
umn to:

The Abolitionist Newspaper
Attn: Fishing Line
1904 Franklin #504 
Oakland, CA 94612 

4. Contribute a report or an update on 
organizing inside for our Movement 
Highlights column 
• Do you have an update on resistance in-

side that you think our readers should 
know about? Submit an organizing up-
date to Movement Highlights! 

• In this section, we have short reports on 
current actions that are working toward 
the abolition of the PIC. Submissions to 
Movement Highlights may include cam-
paigns, protests, work strikes, direct ac-
tions, civil disobedience, hunger strikes, 
lawsuits, emerging demands, community 
bail funds, mutual aid, or other actions. 

• In general, we will not consider actions 
that are related to individual cases as 
we instead prioritize collective action. 
See page # for examples of Movement 
Highlights.  

5. Write a poem or song lyrics. It can re-
late to the features or any other topic of your 
choice!

6. Make visual art to complement the Fea-
tures section or one of our columns.

7. Create a political cartoon for our Fea-
tures focus (Defund Policing for Issue 35 or 
Pathways Toward Freedom for Issue 36) or 
work with us to become a regular political 
cartoonist for the paper! 

8. Reflect on how you use The Abby in your 
study and share that reflection for our 
9971 column––or submit questions on study 
that you want Stevie to address in future col-
umns.

Due to the high volume of mail we receive 
regularly, we cannot guarantee that all sub-
missions will be printed in an issue, or that 
we can respond to all submissions. However, 
we are committed to reviewing all submis-
sions and considering them for potential 
publication. Please make sure you read 
our Submission Guidelines before work-
ing on a submission to ensure your piece 
aligns with how we decide what to print. 

If you’re not sure how to address your sub-
mission to best fit within the paper, write 
your submission to our Oakland office and 
our Project Coordinator will make sure the 
editorial team gets back to you. 

Send your submission to: 
Critical Resistance
Attn: The Abolitionist 
1904 Franklin St, Suite 504
Oakland, CA 94612

What is The 
Abolitionist’s revised 

structure? 
Starting with our previous issue #33, The Abolition-
ist newspaper has a new structure. Instead of themes 
for the entire issue, our Features section is a compila-
tion of pieces that mirror different aspects of prax-
is—the cyclical process of change through theory, 
action, and reflection—followed by a few regular 
columns. Similar to our former theme structure, 
features all share a focus for each issue; columns 
do not have to follow that focus. For example, in Issue 
34, Features focused on neoliberalism and fascism, 
and included a theoretical or analytical piece (pg. 1), 
a reflective piece (pgs. 22-23), and a few examples of 
organizing or grassroots resources related to under-
standing or resisting neoliberalism and/or fascism 
(pgs. 4-11 ). The columns do not all center neoliber-
alism and fascism. 

The Abolitionist Editorial Collective remains com-
mitted to every issue being bilingual in English and 
Spanish. 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:
Send us your writing and artwork!

We accept articles, letters, creative writing, poetry, 
interviews, and artwork (in English and Spanish)..

Ideas for Articles and Artwork
• Examples of current prisoner organizing
• Practical steps toward prison industrial 

complex abolition
• Ways to help keep yourself and others 

physically, mentally, emotionally, or spiri-
tually healthy while imprisoned

• Updates on what’s happening at the prison 
you’re in (for example: working condi-
tions, health concerns, lockdowns)

• Legal strategies and important cases that 
impact prisoners

• Alternatives to policing, punishment, im-
prisonment, and surveillance

• Experiences of life after imprisonment (or 
before!)

• Creative or reflective writing with an abo-
litionist message

• Freedom dreams and imaginative pieces 
with radical vision

• Your opinion about a piece published in a 
recent issue

• Reflections on how you’ve used the paper 
(in your conversations, work, study groups, 
etc.)

• Empowering, liberatory artwork that 
shows resistance and community power 
(and that will print well!)

Length 
• Articles should not be more than 1500 

words (about five handwritten pages)
• Letters should not be more than 250 words

How to Submit
• If you want your name and address printed 

with your article, please include it as you 
would like it printed. If you do not wish 
to have your name or address included, 
please let us know that when you submit 
your piece.

• If possible, send a copy of your submission, 
not the original

Writing Suggestions
• Even if writing is difficult for you, your 

ideas are worth the struggle. Try reading 
your piece out loud to yourself or sharing 
it with someone else. Doing this might help 
you clarify the ideas in your submission.

Note on Editing: The Editorial Collective ed-
its all pieces for both content and grammar. 
The collective will do some editing of your 
submission and will send you a copy of the 
piece before printing it. Given that institu-
tional mail can be slow and purposefully de-
layed at times (or even disappeared) please 
make note in your submission of phrases or 
sections you would like the editorial collec-
tive to print as is if that is the case. 
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Flyer for the UFAF conference.

Volante de la conferencia del Frente Unido contra el Fascismo.

“Black Panther Party’s United Front Against Fascism”:
“El Frente Unido del Partido Pantera Negra contra el Fascismo”:

A PHOTO ESSAY WITH THE FREEDOM ARCHIVES

Front page of the May 1969 issue of the Black Panther Party 
newspaper, titled “Fascism in america.”

Portada del número de mayo de 1969 del periódico del Partido 
Pantera Negra, titulado “Fascism in america” (“El fascismo en 

estados unidos”).

Original call from the BBP for their “Revolutionary conference for a United 
Front Against Fascism, held in Oakland, CA, in 1969.” Part of the text reads, 
“Fascism, the power of finance capital itself … The freedom of all political 
prisoners and political freedom for all proletarian-type organizations, the 
freedom and political work of all students, farmer peasants, workers, and 

the lumpen must be developed into a national force: a front which has a 
common revolutionary ideology and political program which answers the 

basic desires and needs of all people in fascist, capitalistic, racist america.”

Llamado original del PPN para su “Conferencia revolucionaria por un 
Frente Unido contra el Fascismo, celebrada en Oakland, CA, en 1969”. 

Parte del texto dice: “El fascismo, el poder del capital financiero mismo… 
La libertad de todxs lxs presxs políticxs y la libertad política de todas las 

organizaciones de tipo proletario, la libertad y el trabajo político de todxs 
lxs estudiantes, campensinxs, obrerxs y el lumpen deben convertirse 

en una fuerza nacional: un frente con una ideología revolucionaria y un 
programa político comunes que respondan a los deseos y necesidades 

básicas de todxs en estos estados unidos fascistas, capitalistas y racistas”.

FEATURES REFLECTION Continued from pages 7 and 8 

“En este número: Berkeley: Ronald Reagan da nacimiento al Estado fascista

Atrapan a la dirección de las Panteras de Connecticut

El fascismo contra las 21 Panteras de NY”.

“Ericka Huggins, esposa del difunto John Jerome Huggins”.
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“Fascism Is,” by Southern California BPP chapter member 
Masai, appeared in the July 1969 issue of the national 

paper.

“El fascismo es,” por Masai, integrante del capítulo del 
PPN del Sur de California, apareció en el número de 

julio de 1969 del periódico nacional.

El Partido Pantera Negra da un paso al frente—
Debemos construir un frente unido contra el fas-
cismo

El incipiente fascismo estadounidense lucha por 
dirigir la desilusión y el descontento popular 
hacia medios fascistas y reaccionarios. Una par-
ticularidad del desarrollo del fascismo estadoun-
idense es que en esta etapa se presenta primera-
mente disfrazado de oposición al fascismo, al 
cual acusa de tendencia “antiestadounidense” 
foránea. Contrario al fascismo alemán, que actúa 
en virtud de eslóganes anticonstitucionales, el 
fascismo estadounidense intenta aparecer como 
guardián de la constitución y de la “democracia 
estadounidense”. Aún no representa una fuerza 
directamente amenazadora. Pero si logra pene-
trar en las grandes masas, desilusionadas con los 
viejos partidos burgueses, podría convertirse en 
una amenaza en un futuro muy próximo.

¿Y que implicaría una victoria del fascismo en los 
Estados Unidos? Para las masas trabajadoras, por 
supuesto, representaría el fortalecimiento ilim-
itado del régimen de explotación y la destrucción 
del movimiento de clase trabajadora.

Bajo estas circunstancias, ¿puede el proletariado 
estadounidense contentarse simplemente con la 
organización de su vanguardia con conciencia de 
clase, la cual está preparada para seguir un send-
ero revolucionario? No.

Está más que claro que los intereses del proletari-
ado estadounidense exigen que todas sus fuerzas 
se desliguen de los partidos capitalistas de mane-
ra urgente. Eventualmente debería encontrar 
maneras y formas adecuadas de evitar que el fas-
cismo gane a las enormes masas [d]escontentas 
de trabajadores. Y aquí debemos decir que, bajo 
las condiciones del fascismo estadounidense, la 
creación de un partido de masas de trabajadores, 
un “Partido de Obreros y Campesinos”, podría ser 
algo propicio. Un partido de esas características 
representaría una forma específica del frente de 
masas popular en los Estados Unidos que debería 

oponerse a los partidos de los fideicomisos, los 
bancos y, por ende, al creciente fascismo. Este 
partido, por supuesto, no debería ser ni socialista 
ni comunista. Pero SÍ debe ser antifascista y NO 
debe ser anticomunista. Su programa debe estar 
dirigido contra los bancos, fideicomisos y mo-
nopolios, contra los enemigos principales del 
pueblo, quienes especulan con sus desgracias. 
Este partido representará verdaderamente sus 
funciones sólo si defiende las urgentes deman-
das de la clase trabajadora, sólo si lucha por la 
TIERRA para lxs aparcerxs blancxs y Negrxs y por 
su liberación del yugo de la deuda; sólo si trabaja 
por la cancelación de la deuda campesina; sólo si 
lucha por la igualdad social de lxs Negrxs; sólo si 
lucha por las demandas de los veteranos de guer-
ra y por los intereses de lxs integrantes de las pro-
fesiones liberales, lxs pequeñxs comerciantes, 
lxs artesanxs, etc.

No hace falta decir que dicho partido luchará por 
la elección de sus propios candidatos para puestos 
locales, para legislaturas estatales, para el Cámara 
de Representantes y el Senado.

Nuestrxs camaradas en los Estados Unidos hici-
eron bien en tomar la iniciativa por la creación de 
dicho partido—la causa de las masas mismas. El 
tema de la formación de un “Partido de Obreros 
y Campesinos” y su programa debería tratarse en 
reuniones masivas populares. Deberíamos crear el 
movimiento más generalizado para el nacimiento 
de dicho partido y estar a la vanguardia. De nin-
guna manera deberíamos dejar que la iniciativa de 
organizar el partido llegue a elementos deseosos 
de utilizar el descontento de las masas, las cuales 
están desilusionadas con ambos partidos burgue-
ses, tanto el demócrata como el republicano, para 
crear un “tercer partido” en los Estados Unidos, 
como un partido anticomunista, un partido dirigi-
do contra el movimiento revolucionario.

(Extracto de un discurso pronunciado en el sép-
timo congreso de la Internacional Comunista, 
25 de julio, 20 de agosto, 1935—por Georgi Dimi-
troff).

“Black Panther Party’s United Front Against Fascism”:
“El Frente Unido del Partido Pantera Negra contra el Fascismo”:

A PHOTO ESSAY WITH THE FREEDOM ARCHIVES

BBP is known for its use of strong imagery in their paper. 
These images come from the National Guard attack on 

students and community at the UC Berkeley campus. The text 
reads, “The fascist regime said thousands of students were 

wrecking the campus when gas was sprayed over the UC. This 
picture shows the fascist power structure to be a damn lie.”

El PPN es conocido por su uso de una fuerte imaginería 
en su periódico. Estas imágenes representan el ataque de 

la Guardia Nacional a lxs estudiantes y miembros de la 
comunidad en el campus de la Universidad de California, 

Berkeley. El texto dice: “El régimen fascista dijo que miles de 
estudiantes estaban destrozando el campus cuando se roció 
con gases lacrimógenos a toda la Universidad de California. 
Esta foto muestra que la estructura de poder fascista es una 

gran mentira”.

ARTÍCULOS DESTACADOS REFLEXIÓNContinúa de las páginas 7 y 8

A double spread of the BPP call for a United Front Against Fascism, 
with an “excerpt from a speech delivered at the seventh world congress 

of the Communist International, July 25th, August 20th, 1935 -- by 
George Dimitroff.”

Una doble página del llamado del PPN por un Frente Unido contra el 
Fascismo, la cual incluía un “extracto de un discurso pronunciado en 
el séptimo congreso de la Internacional Comunista, 25 de julio, 20 de 

agosto, 1935 – por George Dimitroff”.

“El fascismo es:

Los cerdos corren como locos en los 
guetos Negros, golpeando, acosando, 
intimidando, insultando y asesin-
ando. Se torna fascismo constitucio-
nal cuando los jefes y comisionados 
cerdos van a las estaciones de radio y 
TV y escupen frases vacías como “ley 
y orden” y bombardean a la gente con 
estadísticas flexibles sobre “zonas de 
alta criminalidad”, las cuales en reali-
dad son guetos Negros.

El fascismo es un político demagogo 
y mentiroso que jura por los cielos 
que está a favor de la “ley y el orden”, 
la cual no sirve al pueblo, y que tam-
bién apoya al pueblo. El fascismo es el 
político Negro lamebotas y demagogo 
que de lo único que habla es de “zonas 
desfavorecidas” que sabe muy bien 
que no son “desfavorecidas” sino “so-
breexplotadas”.

El fascismo es el demagogo, Negro o 
blanco, que fomenta las guerras ra-
ciales como solución a los problemas 
de clase. El fascismo es el político que 
habla de “derechos civiles” en lugar de 
“derechos humanos”.

El fascismo es el avaro hombre de ne-
gocios que se especializa en explotar, 
pagar mal y cobrarles de más a lxs tra-
bajadores. El fascismo son los bancos, 
los fideicomisos y los grandes mo-
nopolios que envían cerdos racistas, 
fascistas y armados hasta los dientes 
a Detroit, Harlem, Watts, Vietnam y 
Puerto Rico para exterminar de mane-
ra excesiva al pueblo y luego pronun-
cian extensos discursos sobre cómo 
odian la creciente ola de violencia. Los 
fascistas son matones que odian la vio-
lencia contra los cerdos y la llaman an-
arquía o comunismo o fascismo. Pero a 
la violencia contra el pueblo la llaman 
“ley y orden”.

EL FASCISMO SON LOS ESTADOS 
UNIDOS

¡TODO EL PODER PARA EL PUEBLO!

Masai, capítulo del Sur de California”


